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'Tell me again, Edna . . . why did we
volunteer to plant a church in Duluth?"

In Quest of the

or,
The
Trouble
with
ThreeLegged
Chickens
Charles W. Salmon ministers with Eastwood Christian Church, San Antonio, Texas.
The article was first published by Christian
Standard magazine.

My nomination for the funniest
story I have ever heard is the oft-told
classic about a three-legged chicken.
Many of you have heard the story,
but for the benefit of those who
haven't, here it is:
A stranger, it seems, was driving
along a country road when he looked
out his window and saw a threelegged chicken running alongside his
car. He was driving 55 miles per
hour and the chicken was keeping
up. A little piqued, he stepped on the
gas and speeded up to 70. The
chicken kept abreast (you should
please pardon the pun). Thoroughly
challenged, the driver accelerated to
90. The chicken looked over its
shoulder, passed by in a cloud of
dust, and left the speeding car behind,
as he made a right turn into a
driveway.
Now the spectacle of a threelegged chicken running more than
90 miles an hour tends to arouse
one's curiosity, so the driver turned
and followed the bird's trail of dust
up the long driveway. At the end of
the lane he encountered a man in bib
overalls and plaid shirt. He presumed the farmer could satisfy his
curiosity about the mysterious bird.
He stopped his car, got out, and
asked with considerable embarrassment, "Did you happen to see a
three-legged chicken go by here doing
more than 90 miles an hour?'
The wrinkled old gent took a final
nip off the end of an oat straw he was

sucking, removed it from his mouth,
and said, "Yup."
Understandably, this monosyllabic
response produced something less
than total enlightenment and the
driver inquired further.
The farmer explained, "The chicken is mine. I raise three-legged
chickens. I have developed the breed
myself. The wife and I have four
children and we all like chicken legs.
In order to provide a meal, we must
kill and fry two chickens. So, you
see, the three-legged chicken is perfect for us. Two chickens provide
enough legs for each of us to have a
drumstick."
The stranger, duly impressed with
the wisdom and ingenuity of the
farmer, asked the only question yet
unanswered, "How do they taste?"
The farmer replied, "Dunno. We've
never been able to catch one."
It seems to me there is a lesson
here for those Christians among us
who are forever whining about the
shortcomings and imperfections of
the church and running about seeking "the right church." They all have
a pretty good idea what they are
looking for. Some have a long list of
qualities they feel should surely characterize the "Perfect Church." In
their minds they have "developed the
breed" thoroughly but somehow
never seem able to "catch one." The
Perfect Church is as elusive as a
three-legged chicken!
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FEATURES
by Charles W. Salmon
Might it not be wiser to simply
accept the church with all its imperfections and problems and search
for our ideal in the "author and finisher of our faith" rather than in our
brothers and sisters in Christ? It
could be easier than chasing the
three-legged chicken—and more
productive.
•
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Squirrel
tours
bookstore
A bushy-tailed visitor toured the
E l i z a b e t h t o w n C h r i s t i a n Light
Bookstore on a warm day a couple
of months ago. Customers were
startled. Employees—having drilled
for such contingencies—went into
action immediately. They chased the
visitor from the first floor to the
basement, and back again. He brushed
the legs of a customer in the card
section who was looking for something unique. She found it.
However, finding no nuts on the
premises, he left on his own via the
open front door. Even though hotly
pursued by sales clerks, no purchase
was recorded.
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HE Age of the Computer is
here. For years we've been told
that it was on the way, that the time
would come when computers would
dominate the work place, when no
home would be considered complete
without one. That time is no longer
in the future. It is now.
How do you feel about this? Enthusiastic, skeptical, scared? I confess that all these feelings and others
too have churned inside me as I have
contemplated the arrival of the computer age. Part of me gets excited
about the possibilities. I read the
glowing descriptions of how much

easier it is to write with a computer's
help, how entire paragraphs can be
rearranged, how errors can be corrected before they appear on the
page. One of my writer friends who
is working on her first novel says she
finds it hard to imagine going back
to her typewriter. And so I tell
myself: it's inevitable that I'm going
to invest in one of these machines, so
what am I waiting for? And besides,
kids are learning this stuff in school.
To be a computer illiterate is to cut
myself off from the world my nineyear-old daughter already lives in.
That's one part of me.

But another part of me stubbornly
resists the faddishness of the whole
computer phenomenon. I find myself
thinking that such an intensely personal thing as writing will, in some
intangible, but important ways, be
corrupted by sophisticated machinery. I'm a preacher, and every sermon I've ever prepared has been
laboriously written out in my own
chicken-scratching longhand. Each
manuscript contains numerous
crossed-out sentences, revisions inserted in the cramped spaces between
lines, notes written in the margins
with appropriate arrows pointing in
all directions. It may not be a very
efficient method, but there is no disputing it is a very human method. Is
it worth trading off some of that
humanity for speed and accuracy?
Beyond these personal concerns—
or perhaps biases—I wonder about
the computer's long-range effects on
society. As it permeates more and
more of our activities, what effect
will it have on education, for example? How will our young people view
the world and human relationships
and ultimate reality after they have
become proficient in the use of computers and largely dependent on
them for information? Will they still
enjoy reading books, listening to
stories? Will they have a sense of
history? Will they know how to hold
a conversation? Or don't any of
those things really matter?
By now you can probably see
where such thinking is headed. Be-
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Kenneth Gibble does freelance writing
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cause when we raise questions like
these, we must finally arrive at the
most important question of all . . .
in the Age of the Computer, will
faith in God be possible?
Maybe you think I'm being overly
dramatic here. You might argue that
this is the same fearful question that
made the church forbid Galileo to
publish his discoveries about the
solar system, and decry Charles Darwin as a destroyer of faith. It's the
same old issue of being afraid of
what one doesn't understand. And
there is some truth in this argument.
It is human nature to fear the unknown.
But I don't think it's fear of the
unknown that troubles me. My concern lies elsewhere.
Who is master?

Bernard Malamud's latest novel is
entitled God's Grace, but the title is
rather misleading. The novel is a fantastic tale about the only human to
survive a nuclear holocaust. His
name is Cohn, and in his despair he
prays: "Master of the Universe, why
did you let this terrible thing happen
. . . and why did you allow me to
survive?" No answer comes, so he
decides God simply made a mistake;
his survival is an oversight. Cohn
determines to do what he can to
bring order back to the world. He
discovers that a number of chimpanzees have also survived, and he
sets out to teach them about civilization. At first, he has some success; he

even finds a way to teach them to
talk with him. Each morning he lectures to them on such subjects as art,
music, history, and science. Eventually, Cohn hopes, they will be able to
build a new civilization.
But the novel ends tragically. The
chimps murder one of the baboons
that had also survived. Once blood
has been spilled, violence spreads
like a plague. All Cohn's hopes for a
new order are dashed and he himself
is destroyed.
What an absurd, pointless story,
you may think. Absurd, yes; but not,
I believe pointless. I think the author
is saying to our time what Isaiah and
Jesus and Paul said to theirs: that
human attempts to act as master will
always lead to destruction. For although Cohn addresses God as
"Master of the Universe," in his
actions he takes that role for himself.
He will be master of the universe,
will shape a new civilization, a new
world.
This mentality has characterized
western society for the past several
centuries. The two versions of it in
our time are capitalism and communism, and although they war with
each other, they both embrace the
notion that humankind can control
its own destiny. Each is an idolatry,
for each displaces God as master of
the universe with the work of human
hands—with the idol known as
technology.
For some people, technology
promises to be the savior of civiliza-

tion. Look, they say, how we've used
technology to eliminate disease, transplant organs, improve agriculture.
Given a little more time, the human
mind—with the help of technological tools—will be able to solve the
problems of energy shortages, poverty, and pollution.
Others of a more philosophical
bent say that technology is neither
good nor bad. Technology is neutral; it all depends what use is made
of it. For a long time, I held this view
myself. But I've changed. I am now
convinced that technology has the
capacity within itself for good or
evil. And that means it can turn on
us, assume control over us, possess
us.
Let me offer two examples of
technology's ability to "take over."
The best-known example is nuclear
power. Is this technology neutral?
Maybe when the power of the atom
was first unleashed it was. But the
seeds of demonic possession were
there in the original intention to use
nuclear energy for making weapons.
And as the arms race has escalated,
we find ourselves powerless to stop
it. Every rational person in our time
is horrified by the consequences of
the arms race. Every national leader
expresses grave concern at it. Then
why doesn't it end? The answer lies
in our idolatry. For once you put
your hope, your faith, in the god of
weapons, you give that god control.
We have done that. The only way
out is a renunciation of this false
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faith, a turning away from the demonic power.
The second example is television.
For years I bought the argument
that some TV is good and some TV
is bad. Just don't let your kids watch
the bad stuff, goes the argument,
and all will be well (although just
how you accomplish that little trick
is never made clear.) What I've come
to see is that the technology of television, by its very nature, exerts power
over us. And this is true whether the
televised program is "good" or "bad."
For instance, it is far easier for
television to show movement and
action than to show human feelings.
Television can do a great job of
showing cars zooming down the
highway. But it does a lousy job
depicting intimacy between people.
How do you show caring on TV?
You can offer images of people who
care about each other doing things
that express those feelings. But what
people usually do to express real caring are very small, intimate things.
Those don't come across well on the
TV screen. It's not that it can't be
done, it's just that it's easier to show
rage or coldness or domination. The
main reason television contains so
much that is coarse and trashy is not
that TV people are themselves necessarily coarse or trashy. It's simply
that the technology of television
shapes the content. And when we
watch television, we get the message
that this is the way the world is, the
way people are.*
Therefore...

So what am I saying: that we
should shut down nuclear plants,
throw away our TV sets, refuse to let

x Pontius'
Puddle
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Technology is not bad,
but neither is it
neutral. What is bad
is what technology
leads us into thinking—
that we and not God
are masters of the
universe.
our children take courses on how to
use computers? No. What I am saying is nothing new—that we must
repent, turn around, worship the
true and living God instead of false
gods. That message is as old as our
faith. But I believe it has particular
relevance in our day.
For every technological advancement, there is an attendant loss. A
hoe in a farmer's hand is technology.
A hoe distances the farmer one step
from the earth. The distance is not
great.
But consider the distances created
by sophisticated technologies like
computers. They remove us further
and further from our roots in nature,
from our identities as unique persons created in God's image.
Technology is not bad, but neither
is it neutral. What is bad is what
technology leads us into thinking—
that we and not God are masters of
the universe. It is this idolatry we
must confess, and confession is a
religious act. But confession that
does not lead to change in behavior
is worthless.
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So, if you travel in the technological product called a car, spend some
time also riding a bike or running or
walking. If you watch television,
bake bread as well. TV involves only
two senses; baking bread uses all
five. That may not seem important
to you; I assure you it is. If you have
a job that uses computers, make sure
you spend time each day talking
with people, touching them, looking
at them. And finally, take faith
seriously. Not just any faith, but a
faith that consists of earthy things
like singing songs, kneeling to pray,
washing your neighbor's feet, sharing communion, getting all over wet
in baptism.
And what kind of God should you
worship? In the movies that began
with Star Wars, people give the
blessing, "May the Force be with
you." If that indeed is the god of the
future, I'm glad I won't be there to
see it. I need something more substantial. I need a God whose fullest
revelations came in a flesh and blood
person. I need a God who helps me
remember I am creature, not master.
I need a God who is mighty to save,
who made all things, whose power
makes every technological advancement we humans pride ourselves on
look like so many tinker toys.
That's the kind of God I need—
that all of us need—in the Age of the
Computer. What's more, it's the
kind of God we have. That sounds
like good news to me.
•

*Jerry Mander, Four Arguments for the
Elimination of Television (New York: Morrow Quill Paperbacks, 1978) pp. 261-322.
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HE scene opens. The factory
is in a shambles. Boxes are piling up. The conveyor belt is producing havoc. The boss is pulling out his
hair.
Scene two. Everything is orderly.
Machines are running smoothly. The
atmosphere is pleasant. The boss is
smiling.
Why the change? The boss bought
a computer.
This fairy tale was running on TV
this past year as a serious computer
ad. This scene has little relationship
to reality, but many people believe
that the computer can produce such
magic.
The coming of the personal computer changed our attitude towards
computers. Until then computers
were big and expensive and owned
by banks, large businesses, and insurance companies. With the introduction of the personal and lap top
computers, everyone could now own
one. Schools bought them and children began to use them. In all of this

the price came down and the capability of the computer went up.
Computers are here to stay. Cars
are being computerized, appliances
are improved with a computer chip,
computers are being increasingly
used in medicine. Eventually we will
take this technology for granted as
we have the transistor. So it is
important that hard questions are
asked before introducing the computer into your church.
As a starter, remember: a computer is a typewriter and a calculator
hooked up to a printer and a filing
cabinet. What makes these various
pieces operate—typically with a great
deal of speed—is the program or
"software" which is a detailed set of
step by step instructions. There is no
magic.
You will need to make a number
of decisions. None of them more difficult than many other decisions
made in church. Some outside help
from other users can be very useful.
You will need to select the hardware
(the equipment), the software (or
programs), and you will need to

invest time and money in training
the people who are to operate the
system. Be realistic in defining what
you need, and expect to underestimate what your future needs will be.
Finally, in deciding on a computer, you should have a clear understanding of what the computer can
and cannot do.
What a computer can do

Simply put, the computer does
three or four things; everything else
is merely refinement. It can do word
processing (typing), data processing
(accounting and arithmetic), and
record keeping (filing). It can also
communicate all of this electronically over a regular phone line.
1. Wordprocessing—This is the
area where you may find the most
use. Word processing is particularly
useful where the material requires a
lot of editing. There is less advantage
over the typewriter in regular correspondence. What are some examples?
• Sermon preparation—Word processing provides for easy editing and

What computers
can and cannot do
for you
and the
church
by Reg Toews
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changes. The sermon can also be easily stored for future adaptation and
use.
• Supplementary Sunday school
material—Materials can be prepared
quickly and made very attractive
using computer graphics. Again they
can be easily edited, stored, and
retrieved for future use.
• Bulletins, inserts, special notices—
All of these can be quickly produced
using a standard format entered into
the computer.
• Mailings—Given its capacity to
connect addresses to a letter, computers are excellent for church mailings. Information about church activities, budget needs, and special
events can be quickly prepared and
shared with church members.
2. Data processing—Computers,
even inexpensive ones, are adequate
for most church accounting. Financial records are easily produced.
These can be set up by the different
departments of the church, and comparisons with the budget and past
year performance are quickly produced. There is typically a time saving over older, manual systems of
doing the books.
3. Recordkeeping—Simple programs are available to maintain name
and address files. You can put your
church directory, membership list,
names of Sunday school students or
college students, and senior citizens
all on computer. With one entry you
can ensure that pertinent information is always accurate. Given this
master list, you can quickly send letters to any individual or group on
this list.
You can also put your library

The author writes his article with the
help of his Radio Shack Model 100 portable lap-top computer.

index on computer. With a stroke of
a key you can add or delete books
from the index.
4. Communication—If you get
a little more sophisticated, you can
hook your computer to a phone and
have access to information on nearly
any topic from data banks scattered
across the country. This service can
be useful to pastors and Sunday
school teachers as they do research
in the preparation of their sermons
or Sunday school materials.
What a computer cannot do

1. Think—Even though such
terms as memory, smart, and intelligence are used in describing computers, don't be fooled. They can't
think. Computers are "fast and
stupid" and human beings are "slow
and smart."
2. Distinguish between quality
and garbage—Or, put another way,

Pontius'
Puddle

"what you put in is what you get
out." Computers repeat errors and
wrong information as efficiently and
quickly as they do the truth. A computer makes no judgment whatsoever
on the data.
3. Be used by someone who
doesn't type—If you don't know
how to type and you aren't willing to
learn, don't buy a computer. Maybe
in ten years you'll be able to speak to
your computer.
4. Replace the church secretary—
A computer today cannot answer
the phone, arrange a meeting or
greet a visitor. It may make the
secretary more efficient in certain
areas, but given its efficiency and
speed, it may also produce more
work.
5. Avoid abuse—The computer
is easily misused. Since it is so fast
and efficient and comparatively inexpensive, it can be used to collect a
lot of interesting but useless information. Entering and storing this
data does have a real cost to it. There
is also the risk that personal information stored on the computer can
be misused and an individual's privacy and dignity consequently enfringed.
6. Write this article—My Model
100 made the job a lot easier, but it
didn't write the article. I had to do
that.
Used with common sense, computers are a useful tool. Enjoy yours.
Reg Toews is associate executive secretary
of Mennonite Central Committee. This article was commissioned by Meetinghouse—
the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ editors group.
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Proposal: Provide
computers for all
the bishops,
regional conference
treasurers, and
general board
treasurers.

Some months ago I told a Brethren
in Christ layman that plans were
being discussed to provide computers for all regional conference
treasurers, all but one* of the general
conference boards' treasurers, and
all of the bishops' offices. Although
he does not own a computer himself,
he quickly and enthusiastically replied, "Ten-four! Pedal to the metal!
Into the hammer lane!"
What on earth did he mean? Upon
checking with a CB radio owner, I
was given the following translation:
"I understand and agree! Full speed
ahead! Into the passing lane!"
Well, Brethren in Christ believe in
going full speed ahead—slowly. That
is, when important decisions are to
be made, they get together "eyeball
* The Board for Media Ministries did not
receive this computer package, as noted in
the accompanying article.
February 1988

to eyeball' in a "think tank" and
"float trial balloons." In other words,
they consider the implications
thoroughly.
And so, only after very careful
study, including consultation with
computer experts, the Board for
Stewardship—with the approval of
the Board of Administration—began
the computer change-over early this
year in the selected denominational
and regional offices.
Reasons for computerizing

Pastors and their people repeatedly say to us, "Keep us informed."
With the new computers, Cooperative Ministries information will not
only get out to you more quickly, it
will also be more uniform.
Charles Frey, our Director of
Finance, has stated, "It is important
that congregations and ministers receive meaningful and regular reports

of funds received and distributed,
including direct gifts. This is especially significant when one considers
the growing concern for a high level
of accountability in light of wellpublicized happenings in other circles in past months." Charles is confident that with the new system,
congregations and individuals will
receive more beneficial information.
As you might expect, a new standardized chart of accounts is being
used in each of the 19 offices involved. This will produce reports
which are uniform, accurate, and
understandable. We are grateful for
the many treasurers of ministries in
the Brethren in Christ Church. All
have had their own ways of accounting. With the new technology available to us today, the maze of facts
and figures can be put into an accounting system that is uniform for
all general and regional conference

treasurers. This new accounting system will do much to help improve
the efficiency and accountability of
the church.
In short, changing to the new
standardized accounting will make
reports easier to comprehend and
save many hours of valuable time for
the treasurers of the ministries indicated.
And the cost?

What about the cost? You are
probably aware that computer equipment and programs (usually called
hardware and software) are costly.
Several brands of computers were
considered, and a number of suppliers were asked to submit quotations
on the equipment needed. Engle
Business Equipment, Inc., of Elizabethtown, Pa., was the successful
bidder. The cost of hardware and
software for each office is $3,000.
The total cost, even with the good
discount we received, is no small figure. But here is good news indeed.
Concerned and alert individuals in
the church have provided funds for

Is your congregation thinking
about computerization? Are you
interested in being "fully compatible" with the computer system
your bishop and regional conference treasurer are receiving? Here
is the basic outline of the computer equipment and programs being
placed in their offices:
Hardware
TeleCat 286 Computer (Tele Video)—
Monitor, keyboard, 20 meg.
hard disk drive, with an internal 2400 baud Hayes compatible modem
all the hardware and software costs.
So the church will reap the benefits
without being called upon to help
pay the bill.
Merle Brubaker, our Director of
Stewardship, says, "We have many
things for which to praise the Lord!
Among them is the privilege of being
involved more effectively in the
Lord's outreach and nurture minis-

Olympia NP-136 Printer (near letter quality)
Software
Dae Easy (an accounting and payroll program)
Open Access II (a program which
includes: spreadsheet with graphics; data base; communications;
word processing; desk
utilities/appointments/name
cards/calculator
For more information, you may
call the Stewardship Office, (717)
697-2634, and ask for Harold
Chubb, the General Treasurer.
tries around the world through
modern technology. This is a gift to
the church from God's hand. We
accept it with thankfulness."
•

Paul Hostetler is Associate Director of
Stewardship (U.S.). He and his wife Lela live
in Grantham, Pa.

Computers and the Board for Media Ministries

The Board for Media Ministries is the one general conference
board which did not receive the
computer package described above.
At present, the board's central
offices in Nappanee have an IBM
System 36 computer with two
input stations in the accounting
10

office; and four Leading Edge
Model D computers (three with
hard drives) and one TeleVideo
computer used in data processing,
word processing, and mailing lists.
The printing division of Evangel
Press has had computerized typesetting capabilities for a number
of years. Several different computers are currently being used in the
Christian Light Bookstore chain.
A study group is reviewing how
best to upgrade bookstore computerization.
The editorial department has
two of the Leading Edge computers (an IBM compatible computer using MS-DOS), with the
Word Perfect 4.2 word processing
program (to be updated to 5.0 as
soon as it is available). In addition
to accepting IBM-compatible
floppy disks prepared with Word

Perfect, we have a conversion
program for WordStar (an older,
very popular word processing
program).
Graybill Brubaker's article on
conference boundaries (January
Visitor) was mailed to our office
on a Word Perfect floppy disk.
The manuscript for Warren Hoffman's book on evangelism, scheduled for release this September,
was typed in Oklahoma in WordStar onto floppy disks and mailed
to Nappanee. The manuscript will
be converted to Word Perfect and
edited on screen in the editorial
office, then taken on floppy disk
to the printing division's computerized typesetter—thereby eliminating much of the expense of rekeyboarding manuscripts formerly
required in the writing/editorial/
printing process—Editor.
Evangelical
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General Conference
Information
A special four-page insert was published last month in
the Evangelical Visitor. It had two registration forms:
Form A—To be filled out by everyone attending General Conference and/or any of the conferences before
General Conference. This includes men, women, and
children—even those commuting from home. Form A
should be sent to Paul Hostetler. (People attending evening sessions only need not register.)
Form B—To be filled out by those who need transportation from and/ or to an airport. This form should be sent
to Asa Bert.
Because of holidays in both the U.S. and Canada, it is
extremely important to make travel reservations early.
(The same urgency applies for area campsites and motels.)
You are urged to book your flight to the Ontario Airport
for convenience and less cost in travel to the Azusa
campus.
MTS Travel, Ephrata, Pa., is the official travel agency
for the coming General Conference and the smaller conferences preceding. United Airlines will be the official
carrier for people who purchase their tickets through
MTS Travel, and United will give a 5% discount. Anyone
traveling between June 18 and July 10 is eligible. Call the
MTS toll-free number and ask for John Ebersole. In the
United States (except Pa.), phone 1-800-233-0157. In Pa.,
phone 1-800-642-8315. Canadians, phone 717-733-4131
(not a toll-free call).
Do not send any money with your registration forms. In
response to your registration, you will receive a confirmation indicating the charge for registration, lodging, and/ or

meals. Those who pay before going to General Conference
will shorten their time in the registration line there.
No services will be conducted at the Conference site on
Sunday morning. You are encouraged to attend an area
Brethren in Christ Church. Transportation will be provided for those requesting it when they register. The
churches who welcome you are: Alta Loma, Chino, Chino
Hills, Duarte Fellowship, Etiwanda, Gethsemane, Glendora, Lighthouse, Moreno, Morning Star, Ontario, Open
Bible, Pomona, Riverside, Upland, and Walnut.
If you plan to attend the pre-General Conference sessions, register for them on the same form(s) as for General
Conference. Meal and lodging rates will be the same.
The Board for Congregational Life is again planning
exciting activities for children and youth. Children through
age 11 will have supervised learning experiences as in
previous conferences (no charge). Excellent youth activities are also planned (cost about $25). More details should
be forthcoming if not already in your hands.
An 11:00 p.m. curfew will be observed. All persons
should be in their rooms by that hour unless involved in
approved activities elsewhere. The curfew does not mean
"lights out," but it does mean subdued conversation in the
rooms.
From January through June, each issue of the Visitor
will have General Conference information. You willfindit
helpful to keep all these copies at hand for easy reference.
For more information, contact Paul Hostetler, Convention Director, Grantham, PA 17027. Phones: (Office) 717697-2634, (Home) 717-766-2621. You can leave a recorded
message at the home number.

Evangelism and Missions
Convention Information
What in the world is God doing through the Brethren in
Christ? What new directions in evangelism are occurring
both in North America and overseas? How is the Holy
Spirit moving in places where the Brethren in Christ have
been for decades? How can our small denomination meet
the world's great needs?
The answers to these questions are exciting. The Board
for Evangelism and Church Planting and the Board for
World Missions want you to know these answers. That is
why we are co-sponsoring an Evangelism and Missions
Convention two days prior to the '88 General Conference
at Azusa Pacific University. Special speakers, including
John Maxwell, will answer these questions and more. The
agenda of the convention is designed to give us a greater
awareness of the needs of our world and a closer look at
what the Brethren in Christ are doing.
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To register for this convention, you must use the General Conference registration form. A copy of that form
was in the January issue of the Evangelical Visitor. If
attending both conventions, you must register for both at
the same time on the same General Conference form. You
will receive one bill for room, board, and registration for
both the convention and General Conference. This bill
must be completely paid with one check prior to the
Evangelism and Missions Convention.
Registration will be on Thursday, June 30, from 12:00
noon to 2:00 p.m. The convention will convene at 2:00
p.m. on Thursday, June 30, and close Friday at 4:30 p.m.
Transportation to and from the airports will be provided by the General Conference staff. Children's programs for children through age 11 will be held during the
convention.
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Idea Starters" for VBS

Canaan
You Are There
, by Evelyn Oehmey

The children at the Elizabethtown
Brethren in Christ Church took a
journey to the Holy Land of Jesus'
time during our 1987 vacation Bible
school: "Canaan—You Are There."
It was our second experiential program, and like the first year, this one
was a smashing success.
As children arrived, they scurried
to put on their prayer veils and
yamakas so they could enter the
synagogue (a green and white striped
tent). Before entering, they hurriedly
dropped their evening offering in the
cup held by the poorly clad, dirty,
barefoot beggar sitting by the doorway, crying for alms. They quickly
joined their friends already seated on
blankets, eagerly waiting to hear the
Bible and mission story.

12

In the opening session on Monday evening, a time capsule "exploded," which took them back to a conversation with some Hebrew puppets
who couldn't understand what a
grocery store was, nor the differences in our churches and schools.
On Tuesday evening, some of our
local talent did a skit on the widow's
mite, emphasizing that it isn't so
important how much you give, but
how you give it. On Wednesday
evening, our High Priest (Pastor
Dale Allison) explained his special
garb: the blue gown, striped ephod,
his gold breastplate with a stone for
each of the twelve tribes, and the
miter on his head. The children were
intrigued to know the bells on his
skirt were so the other priests knew

he was moving about in the "holiest
of Holies." (Mothers took special
note of this fact.) And all during the
week, a Roman soldier stood guard
to keep peace and order.
The mission project was to buy
three bicycles for Sikalongo Bible
Institute, where our own Steve, Laureen, and Victoria Ginder are serving. A partially assembled bicycle
became the focal reminder of our
$300 goal as new pieces were added
through the week. Fannie Longenecker added a special dimension
one evening as she shared with the
children about her own evangelistic
adventures in Zambia, with a special
note that Laureen is now usng the
bicycle she had used while in Africa.
As the children left the synagogue
each evening, they had to go to
"work" as a brickmaker, a potter, a
carpenter, or a weaver. An old wading pool served as the stomping
grounds where dry clay clumps,
straw, and water had to be mixed by
feet to a consistency that could be
molded into bricks and left to dry in
the sun. On Friday evening, the
bricks were used to make an oven for
the baker to use. The children also
saw pictures of the many uses of
similar bricks in the building trade.
They were given the opportunity to
do the "stomping," but some were
unsure of what their mothers would
think!
In the potter's tent, the children
would actually handle clay pots,
dishes, and tiles. They were then
each given clay and instructed to
make something useful (bowls,
Evangelical Visitor

pitchers, lamps, dippers) and warned
not to make "graven images" (such
as animals or human figures).
At the carpenter's shop, the
emphasis was on the fact that Jesus
was raised learning this trade, and
that the human body was the measuring device. Older children made
their own draydel, a Jewish toy. It
consisted of a square block with a
hole in the center, into which was
inserted a short dowel rod with a
pointed end which acted as a spinner.
Each side of the block has a letter on
it, which instructed the children how
to play a Jewish game. The younger
children made a wooden hammer
and were given a block of cedar
(some said it smelled like their hamster's cage) and sandpaper.
The last shop visited was the
weaver's, where the theme was
"Woven together in Love." The children learned about the vegetables
and berries used in dyeing and had a
chance to work at the weaving board.
A paper woven wall-hanging with
the signatures of everyone who
visited this shop was evidence of the
many lives touched "in love" that
week.
Our theme song was used as the
tune to learn the Jewish hora, or folk
dance. In another music class, as the
children learned "Joshua Fought the
February 1988

Battle of Jericho," the walls really
did come tumbling down!
As the children nomadically wandered around Canaan, they stumbled
upon (well, actually they raced to)
the "well" for a cool, refreshing
drink. Almost miraculously a woman
appeared each evening with a special
treat—sometimes fresh fruit, sometimes dried grapes or fresh bread—
just at the right time to refresh these
weary travelers.
In the midst of all this fun and

frivolity there was still time forseriousness. In the synagogue on
Thursday evening, Allen Buckwalter (former missionary to India) took
us on a trek through the jungles of
India, which ended with him staring
down a ferocious lion. His wife
Leoda concluded this adventure by
likening Satan to the lion waiting for
his prey (sinners), but we can have
victory with Jesus! As she prayed,
she encouraged children to accept
Jesus as their personal savior. Later
that same evening, a special evangelistic team visited each of the classes
to follow up on those responses.
During the week we had averaged
130 students, but Friday was different, as their families joined the children. Attendance was around 250—
the Census Taker lost count. Parents
wandered around the open marketplace after the synagogue service. In
addition to the crafts listed earlier,
they also observed basketmaking,
watched a storyteller turn water into
wine, and saw a real potter at the
wheel. A special treat for the children was saying their memory verses
to the priests in order to receive their
snack for the evening.
Does this all sound unreal to you?
Believe me, I was there—it was real!
The author was a member of the VBS
planning committee for the Elizabethtown,
Pa., congregation.
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Idea Starters" for VBS

"Under the Tent
of His Love"

at Cumberland Valley Churc
by Kim Miller

"Step right up! Everyone welcome.
Come on in under the big top!"
Everyone loves a circus, especially
children. We thought it would be a
great theme for our 1987 Bible
school. This year was to be different
for several reasons. We were diverting from our usual program and had
new goals before us. First, we wanted
to create a dynamic church experience and memory for the children.
Kim Miller, wife of associate pastor Clark
Miller, was in charge of publicity and wrote
the theme song.
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Second, our goal was to make the
programs as inviting and exciting as
possible for non-churched children.
Third, we were trying to create new
visibility for our church. We knew
this would not be a week of in-depth
learning for our "own" children; but
it was worth the trade-off for the
benefits we hoped to achieve.
At an initial meeting, each department head had come to brainstorm
and give input. "Dream big" was our
first instruction. Without much
weight put on each idea, we were free

to spout out whatever came to our
minds. A theme emerged: "Under
The Big Top." We would have a
three-ring circus of faith, hope, and
love. We went to work right away
planning the details of an ideal circus
with a purpose.
Jobs were delegated. The associate pastor and the VBS director
were ringmasters, complete with
costumes and a bit of "ham!" Most
of the programming was secured by
the director, while the assistant director was head of registration. We
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also needed committees for music,
publicity, refreshments, and crafts.
Later, we discovered a real need for
personnel to staff each age group of
children. We put the children, ages
3-12, into three groups.
The momentum was building as
we felt the Lord putting things into
place. We reserved a large tent to be
pitched on the side lawn of the
church. A colorful billboard was
painted and erected two weeks before
the start of Bible school. Bright flyers were passed out to neighboring
communities by the youth group.
Adults displayed posters at shops
and schools.
We had set a goal of 150 children.
(We had 40 the preceding year.)
Opening night we were blessed with
125 very excited children. A theme
song had been written, entitled
"Under the Tent of His Love." It was
played on a synthesizer in a calliope
fashion while the children "checked
in." (We also had cards with phone
numbers for pre-registration, which
helped ease the confusion that first
night.) Department heads and helpers
were dressed as clowns, acrobats,
and circus animals and were ready to
assist and sit among the children as
we opened the evening program. At
February 1988

this point our two ringmasters began
the program with welcomes, announcements, and fun-poking at each other.
Enthusiasm was the key ingredient
here. The offerings were to go toward
the Christian education furnishings
of West Side Brethren in Christ
Church. This was explained and visualized with posters and pictures. To
create added interest we made a contest between the boys and the girls.
The group giving the most money at
the end of the week would have their
ringmaster throw a pie in the other
ringmaster's face. We were thrilled
by the excitement and the large
offering this generated.
Each evening we had a special feature from outside our own church.
These Christian ministry teams of
puppets, clowns, chalk drawing, and
magicians tailored their programs
for a circus theme. This part of the
evening lasted about 45 minutes.
(These groups were paid a flat fee
from money saved by not purchasing published, standardized VBS
material.) With the remaining time,
the age groups were shuttled between
craft, music, and snacks. Each evening the snacks followed the circus
theme—a big popcorn machine, ice
cream, peanuts, etc. Everything took

place outside (praise the Lord for
fantastic weather!) except craft time
which was inside the church.
A closing time brought us all
together again to sing the theme
song, announce the offering, and
describe the next evening—to whet
their appetites for more.
Friday evening we planned an
extended program to include parents who were invited via a letter
earlier in the week. That night 251
people were present and over half
looked wonderfully unfamiliar! Ten
decisions to follow the Lord were
made and over $440 was given to the
West Side Church planting for their
Christian education facilities. The
VBS director got a pie in her face,
which sent the kids into wild cheers.
It was a fun and happy time for all.
We met many new community
friends.
This type of Bible school offers a
change from the traditional VBS.
We felt proud to offer our community a high-quality program for
God's glory. So many comments
came back that were very affirming.
We feel the Lord was glorified as
many children discovered that the
most fun things in life start with
Him!
•
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I t was our great joy to meet
together as church members and
Sunday school children under the
direction of Mr. Tojo for the dedication of the Yamanota Gospel Church
on June 21, 1987. Also represented
were the members of the churches of
the Brethren in Christ Yamaguchi
Conference, leaders from nearby
churches in Shimonoseki, and those
old friends who had once grown in
faith here and are now scattered all
around Japan. A message of blessing was sent from the Brethren in
Christ of North America and was
received by all through the reading
of missionary John Graybill.
On this blessed day we were able
to give the Lord two things which
were also meant to be given back to
us to use as his tools for witnessing.
One was the new church building
and another the Kibo (Hope), the
memorial brochure prepared for this
day. The building is to be the center
of our future ministry, and the Kibo
is the milestone of his grace given to
us here in Yamaguchi. As we look
back, we cannot help expressing our
wholehearted thanks to the Brethren
in Christ of North America for their
years of faithful ministry here in our
country.
The Yamanota Church began in
April of 1969 when the Book family
moved from Nagato to Shimonoseki
to have house meetings for the church
members who changed their residence from Hagi and Nagato down
to Shimonoseki. House meetings
continued until 1974 when a prefab
church building was erected. During
this time youth ministry with college
students and women's meetings were
two main activities of the church.
We were also able to send out three
Bible-trained people to start three
church-planting projects. As time
went by, the need for a new church
building became a matter of earnest
prayer because of the increase of
believers and the expected extension
of Sunday school ministry.
On October 7, 1984, a special general meeting was called to plan definitely for a church building. At first
there was some doubt that we really
16

needed a new building. But after
nearly four hours, there was general
agreement on the necessity and
urgency of the building, the way to
raise money, and the estimated cost
of the project. Above all we prayed
for a calm assurance of God through
his word.
Mr. Tojo in Tokyo (younger
brother of our church leader) was
asked to make blueprints. We wanted
the building to fit the simple image
of the Brethren in Christ, to stand
out in the community as Christ's
church, to reflect the Japanese culture and climate, to function well as
a church, and also to be within the
financial limit. It was a difficult
request, but Mr. Tojo drew several
basic blueprints and came all the
way to Shimonoseki to talk things
over with the church members. We
talked further about how many people the church should accommodate
and how the money should be raised.
The study of Brethren in Christ
belief gave us a desire to create a
church open for community (especially children), to secure a worshipful atmosphere, and to center our
worship around the communion
service.
From spring to summer of 1986,
we felt difficulty in uniting to move

Above: The
Brethren in
Christ Yamanota Gospel
Church in
Shimonoseki.

The author receives the chw
from Mr. Tojo, architect, as m
church leader, looks on.

Members and friends at the dedication of if
street is the year-old Mormon church buildirl
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key
Mr. Uchida, early church member and
rojo, dedication speaker, Mr. Tojo, church
leader, and John Graybill.

Camanota Gospel Church. Across the
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on. It seemed everything was going
well, but we did not feel spiritual
strength in our hearts. While asking
for a new blueprint from Tokyo, we
felt our own discussions alone could
not help us to press forward any
more. At that time we came to realize that the Lord expected each of us
to be sold out to him and to quietly
listen to his whispers in our prayer
life. One brother took initiative in
starting an early morning prayer
meeting. Women began to meet after
each worship service in discussion
and prayer. These experiences
brought us to unity and faith, and we
agreed to accept from the Lord himself the next blueprint which was on
its way. We also made up our minds
to manage everything with offerings.
We were told later that this was the
time when the designer, too, did his
hardest work day and night in Tokyo.
In early autumn of 1986 the designer came to Shimonoseki. As he
spread his blueprint before our eyes,
we felt assured that it was right. The
application for the construction permit was soon approved by the design
office. With the new year came a
surprise. We had asked two contractors for estimates, but their estimates
were much higher than ours. We
told them what we were hoping and

set our hearts in prayer. The Lord
taught us an important lesson—that
he can work out issues no matter
how impossible they might seem for
us humans. We praise God for helping us to receive a much more reasonable estimate from contractor Hara.
The financial shortage was met by
a loan from Hagi Omotomachi
Church. We want to thank them,
too.
On February 22,1987, representatives from each church of the Yamaguchi Conference came to have the
ground-breaking ceremony under a
fine blue sky. The prefab building,
which was full of sweet memories,
was already taken down. The ground
was beautifully lime-lined. And there
we stood in a circle and sang aloud
his praise from the bottom of our
hearts.
The construction went well. In the
meantime we met in Mr. Ueno's
house for worship. On June 14 the
construction was all finished and we
hurried to prepare for the dedication
service.
Now that the church building is
completed, we are seeking God's will
to make the best use of it. First, the
church is open for children, who do
not receive the best ethical and spiritual education at public schools.
The good news of Jesus Christ should
be proclaimed to free them from all
superstitions and useless bondage.
We also want their parents to feel
free to come in and out of our
church.
Secondly, realizing that this building is the result of a loving bond of
all Brethren in Christ over the world,
we are dreaming of setting up a Japanese Brethren in Christ seminary
here. It is our desire to render humble service back to those who helped
us in our project in many ways. How
wonderful it would be if we, the
Asian brothers and sisters, could sit
together in the study of the Word of
Life!

•

This is a shortened version of the report
written by Shintaro Okazaki on behalf of the
Church Construction Committee.
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Fifty-two years ago I was born in
Dumka, South Bihar. My parents
were Santals who worshipped and
feared the spirits.
I was married at an early age, but
trouble plagued our marriage from
the beginning. The first child died at
birth. Two more children died soon
after birth. People began to whisper
that my wife was possessed of an evil
spirit. Various suggestions were given
to dispel these spirits. Some said, "If
you sacrifice a sheep, the evil spirits
will leave your wife." Others said I
should sacrifice a cow. However, all
of the sacrifices that I performed
accomplished nothing. Two more
children were born to my first marriage, but each of them also died.
Finally, I thought to myself, "I
will forsake the ordinary life of a
farmer and become a sadhu (priest,
holy man). I will no longer eat meat
but will become a vegetarian." But
people said, "Because your wife has
an evil spirit, no matter what you do,
you will never have peace." Their
saying proved true.
I decided to marry another woman,
one in whom there was no evil spirit.
When the first baby boy died at
birth, I began to think, "My new
wife also belongs to the gods and has
an evil spirit. She is controlled by
them and my life will be no better
with this second woman." So, I married two more times. The results
were always the same. None of my
children lived.
Finally, I decided to return to my
first wife since she seemed like a
A former missionary in India, Harvey R.
Sider is bishop of the Canadian Conference.
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good person. In accordance with our
tribal custom, I returned the dowry
to the other three wives and once
again lived with my first wife.
At this point, I began to learn the
practices of witchcraft. I was successful and became very popular.
While I seemed to be able to help
others, I was powerless to help
myself.
In my home lived an old man who
worked for me as a herder of my
water buffalo. He wanted to help me
have children so that they could help
me and take care of me in my old
age. One day he said, "Young man, if
you go to Barthchatra Nagar (a
famous worship shrine) and do your
puja (worship), your children will
live. Take some flowers and between
100 and 200 rupees and worship the
ancestral spirits."
Since I had never gone to this
place, the old man offered his assistance. I collected the money and we
set out on our journey. It was high
noon when I reached the temple. I
placed the flowers and offerings in
every place the god rested. Having
done all the necessary things, I returned home. After a year, I discovered that nothing had changed. So I
said to my old cowherder, "What
shall I do?' The man replied, "In
Purnea there is a famous temple. If
you go there maybe you will find
help."
So I took my wife along with two
witnesses and went to Purnea. When
I arrived at the place of worship, I
saw a large stone over which I
poured water and prayed. I promised the gods that if a baby boy was
born, I would sacrifice an ox in their

Mongal Soren (right) shares a moment with Sar

honor. If a baby girl was born I
would sacrifice a cow.
That night I had a dream in which
I saw a mango tree with its branches
drooping under the weight of much
fruit. When I awoke the next morning I told my wife and fellow travellers about my dream. They said,
"Your prayers are being answered."
We were so happy we celebrated that
same day with a great feast and then
returned home.
Another year passed. I engaged
vigorously in my work as a sadhu.
Just as a great Santal holy leader
should do, I became noted for my
bold speaking, much drinking, and
chivalrous dancing. Some people
became my disciples. To my own
people I appeared to be very successful.
However, within my own heart
and mind I continued to worry
about my inability to have children
who would keep me in my old age. I
said to myself, "It doesn't really matter how famous I am. If I don't have
children, how can I survive in my old
age?" I was becoming such a heavy
drinker and smoker that my life was
becoming miserable and worthless.
Even though I practiced palm reading and did all the works of a holy
Evangelical
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to evangelist
.by Mongal Soren, as told to Harvey R. Sider

3
Hembron, Church Chairman in Bihar, India (left).

man for others, I worried about my
own future.
In this condition I began to think
about the Christians I had once
observed across the border in Hathibanda, Nepal. There they had worshipped God, prayed a simple prayer
to him and he answered their prayers. What a contrast to all my striving! So I decided to try the way of
the Christians. I began to attend services in Bankhanua (Nepal) held by
the Lutheran Church. Each week the
group gathered in a courtyard for
worship.
However, my wife didn't really
believe that I had seriously changed,
because too much of the time I was
still joking and fooling around. She
kept harping at me about my poor
example. I was not a true convert, so
I soon left the Christian way. For six
more years, I continued as a nonChristian.
Finally, my wife said, "We are
both getting older and we still have
no children to take care of us. Why
don't you find a young woman who
can give us children?" At first I
thought, "How can this be, that an
older man would marry a young
woman?" But finally I decided that I
had no other option. The parents of
February 1988

the young girl approved and I married for the fifth time. When my original wife saw that I loved and cared
for the young woman, she left me
and never returned.
One Sunday, right at noon, my
young wife went to the river to wash
clothes. While she was washing, in
her mind she saw a person arise from
the river who greeted her and then
disappeared. My wife was very
frightened and thought to herself, "If
I don't leave this old man, the spirits
will take control of me also."
Later that day she went to the
local church, thinking that maybe
the Christian God could help her.
The church met in the courtyard of a
Christian family where two Christian families came together each
week for worship. After worship,
she tried to return to her old home,
afraid to come back to me for fear of
being possessed of evil spirits. But
her parents said, "Don't come to our
home. You are thinking about becoming a Christian. You may not
come into our house. You may only
enter our courtyard." So she had no
alternative but to return to me.
We talked together about the
Christian faith and I decided that we
must follow the Lord completely.
She agreed that this was the right
thing to do. When the Lord came
into our lives, we were overwhelmed
with peace and joy.
Six months later, my wife became
pregnant and later a baby girl came
into our home. After a few months,
my daughter became sick and
couldn't keep anything in her
stomach.

We still were not baptized* but we
were attending church and following
the Lord. As I kept reading my Bible
at night, I began to realize that when
God saves the unbeliever, the unbeliever should be baptized.
Since the Easter festival was approaching, I decided to take my wife
and child to the Easter celebration at
Purnea. We climbed on a truck that
took us to the border crossing between Nepal and India and then
rode the train to Purnea.
Easter Sunday was a great day of
rejoicing. We worshipped the Lord
with the Christians in the morning,
were baptized in the afternoon, and
then had a Christian wedding in the
evening. We began to pray and witness. The Lord healed our young
daughter. Since then, the Lord has
given us one more daughter and two
sons.
,
My great desire and prayer is that
an ordained Christian would live
among us and serve our growing
church in Nepal. Already we have
set aside two katha (about one-tenth
of an acre) for a church (worth some
6,000 rupees). People are waiting to
be baptized and, according to our
custom, only an ordained man can
baptize new Christians. We shouldn't
have to wait until an ordained man
occasionally comes from India to
worship with us and baptize our
people. Our church has grown from
about 50 members in 1970 to 343 in
1986. Will you pray with us that God
will help supply our need?
•
*Ln India and Nepal, people are not considered Christian until they have been baptized.
This is the sign of separation from animism
and Hinduism.
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od at work In our world
Discipling fellow students
Ken Brubaker— University of
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
Praise the Lord! He continues to
answer prayer!
I changed from one fellowship to
another and, though I was afraid it
might be painful, the transition happened very naturally. And whatever my
reasons were, God's reason has become
clear.
Inter Varsity Christian Fellowship, the
one to which I moved, received enough
freshmen—60—to double its size. Many
are just starting their walk with God,
and many are already strong Christians.
This brings me to my next praise.
God has given me two men to disciple: let's call them Darius and Jason.
Darius, a freshman, has a Greek Orthodox background. When he first started
coming to meetings, he was very apprehensive and reserved. But now his heart
is aflame. He is a very nice fellow and
attends two Bible studies—our large
group meeting, and the one he has with
me. However, his church attendance is
nil. I'm not exactly sure what to say
because of his background.
Jason is a sophomore who became a

Christian this summer through people
to whom he sold Christian education
materials. His background is Korean
pagan. He didn't have any real belief
except to be a "party animal." Yet now
his heart is changed and he has put those
things aside. He is also excited about his
faith and about the Scriptures. Yet he
had tremendous pressure from his floormates who were his closest friends, who
still live the old godless lifestyle. He
needs extra prayer. Pray for these men.

Philemon
Phil Thuma—Zambia
Philemon is an old man, a Christian,
who has not been well for many years,
and is no longer able to leave his home. I
visit him to show Jesus' love and care,
share of my material blessings, encourage him, and pray together. The exciting
thing is that I always come home from
those visits refreshed and renewed. Why?
Because Philemon also has a story to
tell. His is one of victory over trials; faith
and courage through illness, loneliness,
and pain; and hope in a living, mightyGod. In the words of Philemon. "Amen!
Alleluia!"

What missionaries do
Gordon and Susie Gilmore— Venezuela
These are some of the ways in which
we have spent our time over the last
three years:
The Church
—Building up a congregation with
God's help and human effort from 12
people in 1984 to 90 in 1987.
—Discipling people from every possible walk of life in Jesus' name.
—Opening a Christian bookstore to
provide Christian literature to a needy
community.
—Establishing a solid Christian church
in an area of 80,000 people.
—Presenting the Lord to those who
have never heard.
Other activities
—Weekly Sunday evening prayer/
fellowship times with fellow missionaries.
—Entertaining people from literally
all over the globe in our home.
—Opportunity to give a Christmas
Eve service on a cruise ship docked in
Venezuela.
—Being saved by the grace of God
from a kidnapping experience.
—Saying good-bye to our best friends
when they returned to Italy.
—Establishing strong and fulfilling
ties with other Christians here.
Praise God
—For the six-week discipleship class
with nine men of the Montalban Church.
—For a two-month teacher training
course called "Light in the Heart."
—For the organizing of a ladies'
group in the church, dedicated to prayer
and service.
—For five people who were recently
converted and baptized from a background of alcoholism and spiritism.
Prayer needs
—For the development of gifts and
leadership in the Montalban Church.
—For the acquisition of a permanent
and adequate meeting place for the
congregation.
—For the pastoral team—Michael
Holland, Oscar Romero, Jose Otamendi
and Eunice de Brito—who will coordi-

Susie Gilmore meets with her Sunday school class in the Christian
Orientation Center.
20

Evangelical Visitor

nate the ministries of the church from
January to April 1988.
—For the growth and development
of the lay pastoral couple, Miguel and
Alida Arroyo, who are leading the work
of the emerging Brethren in Christ
Church in Caucagua, two hours east of
Caracas.

I dared not waste
a molecule
Shelley Barber—Zimbabwe
I was at Matopo one weekend with
Chris Newcomer. While we were enjoying a breakfast of French toast, someone knocked at the back door. It was
two women asking for food. (The Newcomers dispense maize meal, beans, and
cooking oil to approved families twice a
month. These families' financial status is
checked out by the Matopo Church
overseer.) The two women outside the
door were not of the approved families.
So Chris gave them each some meal and
oil out of her own pantry, and asked
them to come back Monday to speak
with her husband about qualifying for
the regular supplement staples. After
overhearing all of this, it was almost
impossible to choke down the rest of my
syrupy French toast; but I dared not
waste a molecule of food after being
confronted by the plight of these women.

This one more
John Graybill—Japan
When Fred and Grace Holland were
here with us, the phone rang. The voice
was that of the son of one of our seekers.
He will graduate from university in
March. He wanted to talk with me and
asked for a private appointment.
I agreed to 8-:00 that night. He came in
the pouring rain and we went into my
office. He said that he had begun reading his mother's Bible and wanted water
baptism. (The following week his mother
told me that the Bible had been missing
from the shelf.)
What a surprise for Japan! I praised
him for this request but stated that
before baptism we must be converted.
So I went through the "Roman Road"
with him. Immediately he said he wanted
to repent of his sin and believe in Jesus
as Savior. I led him in the sinner's prayer
February 1988

and he began to weep under the load of
sin and then gave it all over to Jesus.
How precious!
I went to the kitchen for a tissue for
him to blow his nose and discovered that

Grace and Lucille were praying for us.
Fred was upstairs, probably doing the
same. So it was a team effort of prayer
and witness which brought one more
person into the Kingdom.

Four Brethren in Christ youth from Africa in
North America as MCC International Visitors
Edward Chaampa and Muzyamba
Munsaka, from Zambia, and Albert
Banda and Abigail Dlodlo, Zimbabwe,
are among 92 young people from 28
countries who are participating in this
year's International Visitor Exchange
Program, sponsored by Mennonite
Central Committee.
Most of the young people in this program will spend six months in one
North American location, meet for a
mid-term reunion, then spend six months
at a second location. Some will spend
the entire year in one location.
Albert Banda,
of B u l a w a y o ,
Zimbabwe, will be
working for the
first six months at
Liberal, Kans., as
shop assistant in
the Et Cetera Gift
and Thrift Shop,
and living with Jean and Vernon Regier
at 911 Maple Blvd., in Liberal. Before
coming to the United States, he was a
student in a school of art in Zimbabwe.
He is a member of the Mpopoma
Brethren in Christ Church. His father is
deceased; his mother is Zondiwe
Ndiweni of Bulawayo.
Edward Chaampa, of Choma, Zambia, will be working for the first
six months at
Harleysville, Pa.,
as group supervisor for Indian
Creek Foundation's industrial program. He will live in
the Wilbur Hendricks home at 690 Godshall Road, Telford, Pa. A member of
the Macha Brethren in Christ Church,
his parents are Munsanje and Selina
Chaampa of Choma. Before coming to

North America, he was employed by
World Vision in its agricultural program.
Abigail Dlodlo,
of B u l a w a y o ,
will be working
for the first six
months in Hatfield, Pa., as child
care assistant in
the Tall Oaks
Nursery School,
and will be living with the Mark and
Nancy Garis family, 504 Swartley Rd.,
Hatfield. After completing high school,
she had been helping her parents, Jonathan and Neddie Dlodlo, of Mtshabezi
Mission. She is a member of the Mtshabezi Brethren in Christ Church.
Muzy am b a
Munsaka, of Livingstone, Zambia,
will be working
for the first six
months at Akron,
Pa., as office apprentice with Mennonite Central
Committee. She is living with Doreen
Harms at 31 Fairview Drive, Akron.
Before coming to the United States, she
was employed as office clerk for a business in Livingstone. She is a member of
the Dambwa Brethren in Christ Church
in Livingstone. Her father is deceased;
her mother is Rahab Munsaka of Livingstone.
The International Visitor Exchange
Program is a cultural exchange with the
purpose of promoting international
friendship through person-to-person contacts between international young people and North American Mennonites
and Brethren in Christ. For more information, contact MCC, 21 South 12th
Street, Akron, PA 17501.
•
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Christian Faith and Public Policy:
No Grounds for Divorce, by Arthur
Simon. William B. Erdman's Publishing
Co., 1987. Reviewed by Eber Dourte,
executive director of the Board for
Brotherhood Concerns.
Arthur Simon is executive director of
Bread for the World, a Christian citizen
movement against hunger. Bread for the
World began in 1974 and has demonstrated that committed Christians can
offer life arid opportunity to others by
making an impact on national policy.
Simon has traveled extensively and
understands the problem of hunger and
poverty.
Chapter 2 is devoted to the biblical
basis for concerns about hunger and
social situations in our world. He traces
the Hebrew concern for the oppressed
beginning in Exodus. There is also a rich
drawing on New Testament Scripture
beginning with the Song of Mary in
Luke.
In building a case for action to influence public policy, he begins by stating
that the church has dual citizenship. We
are citizens of God's kingdom and citizens of an earthly country. He contends
that separation of church and state is

Are you publishing a
Genealogy?
Church History?

relative. It cannot be complete. Christians pay taxes. Many governments
grant tax exempt status to Christian
organizations. There are concessions
and there is reciprocal interaction.
In relating to governments and making an effort to influence government,
the church needs to know what is constitutionally permissible and what is advisable. Influencing public policy begins in
the local congregation. The pastor is a
key participant. There are local situations and local issues we need to address.
How can Christians best equip themselves for ministry as citizen advocates?
An advocate is one who pleads the cause
of another. This can be done by letter or
engaging in dialogue with local legislators, or assisting in the development of
laws and regulations.
Simon proposes some guidelines for
national church bodies. Activity begins
with the selection of pertinent issues.
Which issues facing the nation could, in
the light of biblical witness, be considered matters of critical moral concern?
How many people are affected by this
issue? Is the issue one of exceptional
importance for the Christians in the
local congregation?
The final section of this book deals
with Bread for the World experiences in
influencing public policy by studying
available resources for securing food or
self-help materials to meet world hunger
needs. They assist in proposing legislation which could make assistance available to needy people.
Brethren in Christ readers would find
some parts of this book a challenge to
their traditional modes for expressing
themselves regarding social service needs.
Others who have gotten involved in trying to influence public policy, perhaps in
opposing pornography in their community, would find some challenging
possibilities for stretching their faith and
action in Christian ways to influence
public policy.
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The Hidden Billions, by John and Sylvia Ronsvalle. Stipes Publishing Co.,
Champaign, IL (1984). 149pp. Reviewed
by Samuel M. Brubaker
This title, when coming to one's attention in the context of missions, is likely
to cause the reader to think initially of
lost people. But a glance at the subtitle
refocuses the reader's thinking: The
Potential of the Church in the U.S.A.

What is it that the large, mighty, rich,
and technology-laden church in the United States could be doing beyond what it
is presently doing?
Quite a lot, assert the authors. Lay
aside the long-emphasized idea that
evangelizing the world's teeming populations is an overwhelming task, to be
worked at but not considered achievable. Lay aside any notions that the
world's hunger and poverty problems
are insoluble. The authors' thesis is that
the Christians in the United States have
the potential to make great impact
toward both world evangelization and
development.
They begin with several chapters in
which they relate their personal entry
into more significant identification with
the poor. The Ronsvalles, a white couple, moved into an all-black, low income
housing project. They shared in the
struggles of the tenants in trying to solve
some of the practical mechanical problems of the project and thus came truly
to identify with the poor. By going to
live among them, they were able to serve
and help them. They also detail their
experience in leading a cooperative,
multi-church effort to have meaningful
support and contact with people in the
region of Brazil to which their contributions had been going.
Then follows a novel proposal called
a "yoking map." This is a pairing of
counties in the United States with a
country of the unevangelized/underdeveloped portion of the world. In
most instances all counties of a given
state are paired with the same country.
As might be expected, many of the states
are paired with China. The concept is to
have all Christian congregations of a
given locale unite in interest and support
of Christian work at a specific place
elsewhere in the world. This is suggested
as the antidote for the present fragmentation and competition which characterize both the local scene and the missionary endeavors of the church in the
U.S.A.
Besides the uniting and focusing of
efforts, the authors challenge us to make
available for missions resources larger
than those committed by the U.S. government to international aid and development. This challenge is the most startling of the book. The authors encourage
us that it can be done, while at the same
time increasing monies available for
local congregational ministries and stateside benevolences. Citing data provided
by international agencies and authorities, the magnitude of the worldwide
Evangelical Visitor

need for word and deed mission is seen
to require tens of billions of dollars per
year.
Billions of dollarsfor water. Billions of dollarsfor health. Billions
of dollars, billions of dollars, the
concerned Christian is stopped in
his or her tracks. What relevance
can Jesus' simple admonitions to
feed the hungry have to the overwhelming need that is made more
impossible by these statistics?
It is not God's way to ask something of His followers that they
cannot, infact, do. As Paul assures
us in 2 Corinthians 9:8, "And God
is able to provide you with every
blessing in abundance, so that you
may always have enough ofeverything, and may provide in abundance for every good work."
Taking this verse to heart, we
gathered statistics on Christian
giving in the U.S. and came to a
conclusion which, given this promise, should not be a surprise: the
U.S. church has the resources to
help meet these evangelism and
social transformation needs. And
what is the mechanism for gathering these resources: sacrificial lifestyle? giving up all but the barest
necessities? being burdened so that
others may be eased?
No.
The U.S. church could increase
present local church programs,
meet word and deed mission needs
and even have money to apply to
need within the U.S. through an
old-fashioned concept called the
tithe (emphasis added).
The authors proceed to show how the
practice of tithing could indeed make
available billions of dollars for missions.
They assert that this would not harm the
well-being of contributors and cite the
billions spent annually for leisure and
luxury as proof that we have use of
resources far beyond those needed for
well-being. What we are doing with
those abundant resources is a matter for
urgent consideration and spiritual rebirth.
The final section of the book probes
deeply into the reasons why we have not
yet released the available resources for
the missions cause. It cannot be read
without sensing the convicting voice of
the Holy Spirit. After reading this section, one will be responsible for increased
enlightenment regarding our materialism, our adoption of the values of our
surrounding culture, our spiritual letharFebruary 1988

gy, our marriage of capitalism with the
Kingdom of God, and our inability to
see that the Kingdom of God is a great
and preferable alternative to both capitalism and communism.
The strengths of this book are its possibility thinking and its probing of the
spiritual factors which motivate our
lives. It is well-researched and documented. A weakness might be its assumption that, in the U.S., the aggregate of
adherents to congregations of the Christian religion is synonymous with the
Church—the called out, reborn body of
believers who might be expected to
affirm the concepts of the book. One
suspects that the Church is considerably
smaller than the former group and thus
may not actually control a volume of
resources sufficient to generate tithe
money of the magnitude envisioned by

this book. Nevertheless, the message is
clear: Christians in the U.S. should and'
could do much more for the advancement of Christian word and deed missions around the world.
This book should be high-priority
reading for the Brethren in Christ. Given
our heritage and our teaching, we should
find ourselves giving ready assent to its
concepts and suggestions. Wherein we
find that our practice falls short of the
truth to which we give assent, rebirth
and advancement into living the Kingdom of God is a real and present possibility, with rich rewards for the individual and for the work of missions.
•
Dr. Samuel Brubaker is a member of the
Fairview (OH) congregation and chairs the
National Association of Evangelicals' Social
Action Commission.

CHRISTIAN HOLINESS
ASSOCIATION
120th ANNUAL CONVENTION
APRIL 19-21,1988

Great

Inspiration!

Rally, plenary session,
and mealtime
speakers:
Dr. Edward Foggs,
Dr. Jeanine van Beek,
Dr. Duane Beals,
Rev. John Hawbaker,
Dr. Eldon Fuhrman,
Dr. Norman Wilson,
Mrs. Pat Weil man
And an array of
seminar
speakers:
Dr. Marshall
Christiansen,
Rev. Tim Elmore,
Dr. Tom Hermiz,
Mrs. Lt. Col. Paul Rader,
Rev. Phil Riley,
Dr. Howard Snyder,
Dr. Richard S. Taylor,
Dr. Gordon Wetmore,
Rev. Mark York

Great Music!

Super

Rev. Tom Dale,
Rev. Keith Schwanz,
George Fox Singers,
Portland Tabernacle Band,
Warner Chorale,
Northwest Nazarene College

Red Lion IJantzen Beach
located on the scenic
Columbia River!
909 N. Hayden Island Drive,
Portland, Oregon 97217,
Phone: 15031 283-4466

Ambassadors and a
Community Choir

Wonderful

Location!

Fellowship!

Supporting organizations include 20 holiness denominations,
seminaries, and organizations.

Program directed by
Bishop John A. Byers

colleges,

For more Information
contact the CHA Central Office,
P.O. Box 100, Wilmore, KY 40390,
Phone: 1606) 858-4091
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Allegheny Conference
The Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa.,
recently welcomed 14 new members. • Pastor
Benner of the Antrim congregation. Chambersburg, left for a sabbatical leave in Zimbabwe on
Dec. 29. Eighteen people became members in late
November. • The parents of teens group of the
Carlisle, Pa., congregation met Dec. 6 with Jay
Barnes, Messiah College Dean of Students, on the
topic of adolescent sexual development. • The
Chambersburg, Pa., congregation had an open
house on Dec. 13 to tour the decorated classrooms. Cookies and caroling followed in the fellowship hall.
The Cumberland Valley congregation, Dillsburg, Pa., enjoyed a Dec. 13 all-you-can-eat
Christmas banquet with entertainment by the
international drama group, the Covenant Players.
• The clubs and Bible study groups of the Dillsburg, Pa., congregation combined to go caroling
on Dec. 16. • The Greencastle High School Choraliers sang for the Fairview Ave. congregation,
Waynesboro, Pa., on Dec. 27. • At the Five Forks
church, Waynesboro, Pa., Pastor Turman's 1988
speaking series is entitled "Meet Yourself in the
Bible."
The fifth and sixth grade Pioneer Club girls of
the Grantham, Pa., congregation sent a Christmas
gift to classmate Helena Yeatts, who is spending
the year in Nairobi, Kenya. On Dec. 5, the youth
made and delivered 425 submarine sandwiches to
raise funds for "Let YOUth Care." • Nine persons
recently were received as members of the Hanover,
Pa., congregation. Bishop Kipe spoke on Dec. 13.
• The deacons of the Hollowell church, Waynesboro, Pa., recently hosted a Christmas luncheon
for widows and widowers. • Pastor Gomez of the
Locust Grove congregation, York, Pa., preached a
Christmas series from Isaiah 9:6 on the names of
Jesus.
On Dec. 6, the film "Glory in the Highest" was
shown to the Marlyn Ave. congregation, Baltimore, Md. Pastor Martin spoke on "Real people
in the Christmas story" on Dec. 27. • The New
Enterprise Bell Choir presented a concert at the
Martinsburg, Pa., church on Dec. 13. • The
Mechanicsburg. Pa., congregation is beginning a
ministry to mentally handicapped youngsters, 715 years old, on Wednesday nights. Four persons
were baptized on Dec. 13. • The Messiah College
Bell Choir presented a program on Dec. 9 to the
Messiah Village congregation, Mechanicsburg.
Nine persons united by statement of faith on
Dec. 6 with the Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa. Harriet Bicksler spoke in the Dec.
13 morning service on "Peace and Justice." • The
children of Norman and Eva Aileman hosted a
Nov. 8 60th wedding anniversary celebration for
their parents at the New Guilford church, Chambersburg, Pa. • The family life ministries of the
Peace Light congregation, Gettysburg, Pa., presented the movie "Making Marriage Work" in late
November. Eleven new members were joyously
received on Dec. 13. • "When God broke the
silence" was Pastor Fetrov/s Christmas message at
the Roseglen church, Shermansdale, Pa. The
children also sang in the service.
The Saxton, Pa., congregation recently held a
Homecoming Day on the theme "Set Free to
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Reach Out." An offering of S2,8I5 was raised to
apply toward the church debt. • Sixteen descendants of John S. Bert were present on Dec. 27 for
the dedication in his memory of a three-dimensional Brethren in Christ logo placed at the
entrance of the South Mountain Chapel building,
Shippensburg, Pa. Also new is a steeple provided
by Ken Kipe. • The Wesley congregation, Mt.
Holly Springs, Pa., met on Dec. 23 for caroling in
a new mobile home park and elsewhere. • Pastor
Simon Lehman of the West Shore church, Enola,
Pa., soon will be pastoring the Fairview congregation, New Cumberland. Pa.
Allegheny Conference
Christmas Programs:
Air Hill: "They All Sang Jesus" junior choir;
Antrim: "Gifts of Love" Christ Crusaders; Cinoe
Creek: "The Real Meaning of Christmas"; Carlisle: "O Magnify the Lord" senior choir. "Angels.
Lambs, Ladybugs, and Fireflies" children; Cedar
Grove: "I Know Now"; Chambersburg: "A Song
for Christmas"; Cumberland Valley: "There's a
Song in the Air"; Fairview Ave.: "Christmas
Tapestry" adult choir, "The Greatest Gift" children; Martinsburg: "Ring the Bells"; Mechanicsburg: "Worship the King"; Montgomery: "The
Miracle of Christmas" youth; Morning Hour
Chapel: "Strangers in Bethlehem"; Mt. Rock:
"Sing Noel" adults, "A Guideposts Christmas"
Servants of Christ class; New Guilford: "The
Christmas Miracle" youth, "Come Celebrate
Jesus" adults and children; Paramount: "Happy
Birthday, Jesus" children; "If We Had Been
There" youth; West Shore: "The Christmas Song"

was shown on New Year's Eve to the Palmyra,
Pa., congregation after a communion service and
fellowship time.
Rev. James Artz of the Refton, Pa., congregation will assume pastoral duties of the Shenks
church, Elizabethtown, Pa., on Mar. 1. • The
Silverdale, Pa., congregation had a live nativity
Dec. 21-24. • Gifts for Timber Bay Children's
Home were brought by Sunday school children of
the Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa.,
to their birthday party for Jesus. A family games
night was Dec. 27. • A Scattered Abroad Dinner
was scheduled Jan. 16 in Plant City, Fla., under
the direction of Bishop Byers to acquaint Brethren
in Christ-related people with the church in Florida. • A meal and ground-breaking ceremony for
the new retreat facility at Kenbrook Camp was
Dec. 10.
Atlantic Conference
Christmas Programs:
Community Bible: "Fireside Christmas" youth
and children; Conoy: "Everybody's Hometown";
Cross Roads: "Messiah"; Elizabethtown: "Images
of Christmas" adults, "Baa, Baa, Bethlehem"
children; Fairland: "Joseph, the Carpenter" adults,
"Arch, the Angel of the 91st Airborne Division"
youth; Free Grace: "The Glory of the Lord"; Hershey: "Psalty's Christmas Calamity"; Holden Park:
"Christmas Inspiration"; Lancaster: "Dawning of
Joy" adults, "Where Love Is" and "Would You
Believe An Angel?" youth; Manor: "The First
Silent Night"; Mastersonville: "The Go-fers'
Christmas"; Mt. Pleasant: "Worship Him, Christ
the Lord"; Palmyra: "Call Him Jesus"; Pequea:
"Hark the Herald Angel"; Refton: "Worship the
King"; Speedwell Heights: "Journey to Bethlehem"

Atlantic Conference
Sixteen adults and 13 children meet for study,
prayer, and fellowship to form the Bradford
County Fellowship, Pa. They have put out a plea
for used worship items such as hymnals, tables,
chairs, etc. • Guest for the Christmas banquet of
the Community Bible Chapel, Sarasota, Fla, was
local Christian businessman, Nick Sereno. An
old-fashioned taffy pull was Dec. 19. • The Cross
Roads congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., had its 1 Ith
annual live nativity Dec. 19, 22, 23. A "come and
go" communion setting was provided on Christmas Eve from 7:30-8:30. • Cookies baked together
by mothers and daughters were the ticket for a
Pioneer Club Cookie Bash Dec. 9 at the Elizabethtown, Pa., church.
The Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa., is busyplanning for the change to two worship services in
March. • The youth of the Free Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa., had a Dec. 18-19 "Christmas lock-in." • The Hershey, Pa., congregation
had a Dec. 13 celebration featuring readings,
music, and skits by each family. • The Hummelstown, Pa., church was the recipient recently of a
565,000 bequest from the estate of Kathryn Engle.
• Twenty-three persons were received as members
and 13 baptized Dec. 6 at the Manor church,
Mountville, Pa. • On Dec. 13, John and Diane
Spadafora, bound for mission work in Italy, spoke
and showed slides to the Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa. • The video "Night Crossing"

Canadian Conference
John, Esther, and Nikki Edmonds were recently
commissioned by the Bertie congregation, Stevensville, Ont., for service in Malawi. • Dr. Jean
Giles from Shalom Counselling Services spoke
recently to the Cheapside congregation, Nanticoke. Ont., on "living with yourself and others." •
The men of the Falls View congregation, Niagara
Falls, Ont., recently cooked and served a roast
beef dinner on "Ladies Appreciation Night." • The
Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., conducted a feasibility study in early December with
Robert Leadley. A male quartet, The Vocal
Impressions, and The Wrights sang in a 9:00 to
midnight concert on New Year's Eve.
One hundred ten persons attended a potluck
dinner on Nov. 29 to preview 1988 projected ministries of the Lakeside Community congregation,
Calgary Alb. • The Committee for Future Development of the Massey Place church, Saskatoon,
Sask., has set a goal of 1,000 attenders by 2000
A.D. A copy of Christmas Family Worship by
Charlotte Sider was available to all members for
the advent season. • In mid-January, the North
East Community congregation, Calgary, Alb.,
began a new discovery course, "Truth and Error:
toward understanding the cults." The congregation celebrated their sixth anniversary on Jan. 10.
on the theme "The Year of Opportunity."
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The Port Colborne, Ont., congregation had its
annual Christmas Turkey Dinner on Dec. 11 with
Marshall and Eleanor Poe as guests. Operation
Mobilization presented a program with slides on
Dec. 20. • Three people were baptized Dec. 13 at
the Ridgemount church. Hamilton. Ont. • A
commissioning service was held Dec. 6 at the
Sherkston, Ont., church for bi-vocational pastor
Pat Hannigan and the core group involved in the
Crystal Ridge church planting. The first service
was planned for Dec. 13 in a former elementary
school.
On Dec. 13, the cantata "Little Child, Mighty
King" was given by Townsend Community Church
for the Springvale, Ont., congregation, Hagersville Ont. In the evening, the film "Twice Pardoned" was viewed. • The Wainfleet, Ont., congregation had a pancake supper on Jan. 3 with a
program on evangelism and a short prayer service.
Gordon and Susan Gilmore were welcomed home
from Venezuela on Dec. 22 with a food shower. •
The youth of the Welland, Ont., congregation sold
planning calendars and address books to raise support for "Let YOUth Care." • The Westheights
congregation, Kitchener, Ont., recently received
11 new members. The Soul Foundation sang on
the ninth anniversary Sunday in late November.

Central Conference
Two persons received believer's baptism on
Dec. 6 at the Amherst church, Massillon, Ohio. A
live nativity was presented Dec. 20-23. • The film
"Pilgrim's Progress" was shown New Year's Eve to
the Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio.
• The church growth planning committee of the
Christian Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., has
been working on a philosophy of ministry statement and has initiated improvement of the church
sign. • A task force of the Fairview congregation,
Englewood, Ohio, is investigating the need for a
church van. Funds for the blanket donation to
Lifeline Ministries totalled S315.
Bishop Alderfer recently spoke to the Lakeview
Community congregation, Goodrich, Mich., on
"Renewal 2000? . . . Renewal Everyday!" Six
thousand dollars of the cost of a new piano was
underwritten by Dec. 20. • The Mooretown congregation, Sandusky, Mich., had a live nativity on
Dec. 11. A fund-raising goal of SI00,000 has been
set, with a campaign dinner planned for Mar. 5. •
The Morrison, 111., congregation's Christmas tree
was decorated with scarves, mittens, hats, and
socks for Timber Bay Children's Home. • The
Nappanee, Ind.. congregation held their annua:
New Year's Eve party at the local high school with
games, food, and midnight devotions.
The Peace Chapel congregation. Ravenna, Ohio,
started children's church in January. The church
now has a mixed league volleyball team. Eight new
members were received recently on anniversary
Sunday. • The Youth Recreation Center committee of the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation has
put out a plea for funds for carpet, a dehumidifier,
a sound system, computer, and a phone. • The
youth group of the Sippo Valley congregation,
Massillon, Ohio, collected toys for orphans at
Christmas.
The Union Grove congregation. New Paris,
Ind., viewed the film "The God Makers" on Dec.
6. • Pastor Stanton and other members of the
Valley Chapel congregation, Canton, Ohio, recently participated with 3,500 other Christians in a
peaceful protest demonstration against abortion
at a local hospital. • A reception service for three
new members was held in mid-December at the
Western Hills church, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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Midwest Conference
Secret pals were revealed at the ladies' salad
supper Dec. 5 of the Bethany congregation, Thomas, Okla. Fruit plates were prepared for shut-ins. •
On Nov. 22, more than 130 personsgatheredin the
new sanctuary of the Community congregation,
Colorado Springs, Colo., to participate in the dedication service. A fellowship meal followed. • The
Oak Park congregation, Des Moines, Iowa, had a
Christmas potluck and grab bag gift exchange on
Dec. 16.
Four members recently were received into the
Oklahoma City, Okla., congregation. • The
Wichita, Ks., congregation has relocated to 2540
S. Meridian. • International students from Kansas
State University shared in the Sunday school hour
with the Zion congregation. Abilene. Ks. Bishop
Ginder preached on Jan. 3 and helped in a deacon
installation.

Pacific Conference
The Pathway Pioneer Club of the Moreno
Community congregation, Moreno Valley, Calif.,
is earning money by recycling cans and newspapers. Bill and Vonda Snyder ministered in song on
Dec. 13. • Bishop Frank Kipe spoke Dec. 6 to the
Ontario, Calif., congregation. Members of the
congregation went on a Dec. 27-30 missions trip to
Camalu, Mexico, to build houses for the Miztec
Indians. • The Riverside, Calif., congregation met
for two days of prayer on Dec. 30 and 31.
Rev. Jacob DeShazer, captured in mainland
China in 1942 and imprisoned for 40 months,
spoke on Dec. 6 to the Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore., about his 30-year missionary
work in Japan. • On Dec. 13, a slide presentation,
"Through the Eyes of a Child," was shown simultaneously with a community carol sing outside the
Upland, Calif., church. The church cookbook,
Cooking Plain and Fancy, was available for holiday gift giving. • Two Marriage Plus weekends
with Eber and Ruth Dourte were held Jan. 15-16
and Jan. 22-23 at the Compri Hotel in Ontario,
Calif.
Canadian, Central, Midwest, and Pacific
Conference Christmas Programs:
Lakeside Community: "Christmas in the Sonshine Patch" children; Massey Place: "Ebenezer
Junior" children; Rosebank: "Everlasting Lord"
Amherst: "Come to the Manger"; Beulah
Chapel: "A Family Christmas"; Fairview: "The
Absolutely, Without-a-Doubt Most Fantastically
Perfect Christmas Ever"; Highland: "Psalty's
Christmas Calamity" children; Morrison: Everybody's Christmas, Nobody's Christmas"; Nappanee: "What Child Is This?'; Oak Park: "The Stable
Boy" youth; Peace Chapel: "The Christmas
Angels"
Bethany: "Sing Noel"; Oklahoma City: "Promise of Peace"
Pacific Highway: "Celebrate the Birthday of
Our King"

For the Record
Births
Baker: Lauren Michelle, Nov. 27; Kent and
Kelly Baker, Highland congregation, Ohio.
Brumbaugh: Joshua Douglas, Dec. 21; Doug
and Melody (Rover) Brumbaugh, Martinsburg
congregation, Pa.

Cave: Sara Jordon, Nov. 27; Tim and Joan
(Mullenax) Cave, New Guilford congregation, Pa. '
Charles: Kaitlyn Amanda, Dec. 22; Jay and
Daleen (Asper) Charles, Pequea congregation,
Pa.
Cheeseman: Amanda Beth. Dec. 3; Keith and
Susan Cheeseman, Cross Roads congregation,
Pa.
Clift: Grant Russell, Dec. 6; Eric and Pamela
(Wilson) Clift, Manor congregation. Pa.
Etzweiler: Ellen Christine, Nov. 27; Dale and
Tara Etzweiler, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Forry: Justin Nicholas, Dec. 1; Dean and Barbara Forry, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Funk: Olivia Anne, Dec. 7; Douglas and Linda
(Martin) Funk, Manor congregation, Pa.
Hammond: Sean Kyle, Aug. 30, 1987; Tammy
Hammond, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Heisey: Shawn Lowell, Nov. 24; Lowell and
Sherri Heisey, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Hershberger: Joel Benjamin, Nov. 18; Tim and
Lynette Hershberger, Choma, Zambia (Amherst
congregation, Ohio).
Hissong: Gareth Ray, Oct. 31, 1987; Greg and
Patricia Hissong, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Kanode: Lauren Elizabeth, Oct. 18; Kevin and
Sherri Kanode, Hershey congregation, Pa. (first
baby born in this new congregaton).
Kershner: Melissa Ann, Nov. 23; Tom and
Lynne Kershner, Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa.
Lentz: Robert Alexander, Dec. 11; Robert and
Rae Ann (Fitton) Lentz, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Melhorn: Jason Lamar, Nov. 1; Elvin and
Brenda Melhorn, Susquehanna Valley congregation, Pa.
Negley: Joshua, Jan. 14, 1986; Wendell and
Lois (Bert) Negley, Bradford County Fellowship,
Pa.
Pifer: Rhianna Kristine, Dec. 8; Craig and
Janeen (Nester) Pifer, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Potteiger: Ericka Nicole, Nov. 20; Dwayne and
Rhonda Potteiger, Mound Park congregation,
Iowa.
Sandler: Elizabeth Wrai, May 5,1987; Michael
and Tracy Sandler, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Sands: Daniel Edward, Nov. 23; Edward and
Jackie (Shopf) Sands, Manor congregation, Pa.
Shenk: Joelle Kathryn, July 25; Jerry and Julie
Shenk, Walkersville congregation, Md.
Shilling: Adam William, Oct. 28; Michael and
Sharon (Heckman) Shilling, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Sider: Amie Mariana, adopted on Dec. 13 at 5
months old; Ed and Nancy Sider, Rosebank congregation, Ont.
Sims: Emily Mae, March 10, 1987; Troy and
Brenda Sims, Silverdale congregation, Pa.
Snook: Lauren Elizabeth, Dec. 10; John and
Brenda Snook, Upland congregation, Calif.
Thrush: Brett Randall, Dec. 21; Gerald and
Karen (Myers) Thrush, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Walker: Trevor Ryan, Nov. 11; Brian and
Joanne Walker, Stayner congregation, Ont.
Wing: Amanda Noelle, Dec. 5; Chris and
Cheryl Wing, Upland congregation, Calif.
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^/\omtt^/\atters
Lastfall the Midwest Conference
had a "Celebration of Cooperation"
at the Abilene Church, in Kansas. It
was a reporting and celebrating time,
focusing on the regional and general
ministries of the Church. Ron Bowell,
pastor of the Zion Church, near Abilene, gave the devotional talk. A
shortened version follows—Paul
Hosteller.

A "Celebration of Cooperation"—
what's that? In order to celebrate we
need an event. The event today is
cooperation. Cooperation? That's
right. I would like to share four
scriptural qualities that are needed
in order to achieve and maintain
true cooperation.
Accountability. This is lifted up in
Romans 12:4-5: "Just as each of us
has one body with many members,
and these members do not all have
the same function, so in Christ we
who are many form one body, and
each member belongs to all others."

1987

Cooperative
Ministries

Receipts
Report

Celebration <
We belong to one another. We are
no longer exclusively our own. Just
as the human body has many parts,
so the church has many members
belonging to each other, accountable to one another to do a particular
body function. Here in farm country, "COOP" means a joint ownership, a pooling of resources. COOPeration means not "just doing our
own thing," but finding "our thing"
and becoming accountable to our
brothers and sisters.
Paul develops this thought further
in verses 6 to 10. He concludes a long
list of good instructions with: "Be
devoted to one another in brotherly
love. Honor one another above yourselves." Cooperation is God's plan
for the body, and it works best when
we are accountable to each other.
Mutual benefit. A second quality
needed to achieve true cooperation
is found in 1 Corinthians 12:4-7,
where Paul talks about mutual benefit. In his final sentence in those
verses he says, "Now to each one the

manifestation of the Spirit is give
for the common good" (italics mine
The gifts of the Spirit are given t
us for the mutual edification of th
church. When we don't cooperate
when we're selfish, the body of Chris
suffers because we each have some
thing that others need. True cooper
ation involves the selfless giving o
our mental, physical, emotional
spiritual, and material resources fo
the common good.
Equality. A third quality needec
to achieve true cooperation is equality. This is described in 1 Corinthians 12:14-26. Everyone plays a part
no one is a useless part, each part is
an important part, and no one is the
most important part.
These verses make it clear that
everyone is somebody. That means
that false humility is out. We all have
gifts equally important to the body's
function. You and I don't cease to be
needed, just because we don't have
the bishop's job. We each have our
own job to do, and "feeling lowly" or

Dollars
All North American congregations raised
toward their $2,288,951 goal (95.12%)
Direct gifts to general ministries
Special gifts
Other receipts
Total Receipts for 1987
Percentage of total budget ($3,619,773) received
1987 shortfall
Totals
Percentage of increase over 1986 receipts,
which were $3,321,461

Percent

$2,177,208
493,234
547,424
232,886
$3,450,752
169,021
$3,619,773

95.33%
4.67%
100.00%
3.

Canadian funds are reported in the figures above, using a conversion rate of 1.30.
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Wingert: Riley Pendleton, Oct. 30, 1987; Ivan
and Saundra (Meckley) Wingert, Antrim congregation, Pa.

by Ron Bowell

Zimmerman: Matthew Robert, Dec. 3; Robert
and Susan (Berger) Zimmerman. Mt. Pleasant
congregation, Pa.

cooperation
Weddings
not having the job we think we
should have are not acceptable reasons for refusing to do the job we are
called to do. We're equal partners.
We all fit into the scheme somewhere.
We are equally important to the
proper functioning of the body. "If
one part suffers, every part suffers
with it; if one part is honored, every
part rejoices with it." True cooperation fosters equality. True equality
fosters cooperation.
Celebration. The fourth quality
found in cooperation is celebration.
Luke speaks to this in Acts 2:42-47.
"Everyone was filled with awe, and
many wonders and miraculous signs
were done by the apostles. . . .
They broke bread . . . and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
praising God and enjoying the favor
of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those
who were being saved."
When we trulv cooperate, in the
right spirit like these people did,
celebration breaks out. Glad hearts
just naturally celebrate! People both
inside and outside the church sense
sincere hearts working together in
cooperation, and they are drawn to
it. That's all the more reason to
celebrate.
The Brethren in Christ are working at cooperation, and cooperation
is working among the Brethren in
Christ.
Today we come together to be
accountable, to tell of the mutual
benefits that have come from our
gifts and talents, and to share how
equality is being achieved through
Cooperative Ministries.
I'll celebrate that. Let the celebration begin!
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DeLancey-Landin: Susan, daughter of Dr. and
Mrs. Melburn Landin, and John, son of Mrs.
Margaret DeLancey, July 25, 1987 at Sugar
Grove, Pa.
Duttweiler-Sprowl: Sylvia Sprowl, daughter of
Mrs. Shirley L. Joiner, and Ronald, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert P. Duttweiler, May 30, 1987, at
Houghton College, N.Y.
Garis-Dunham: Beth, daughter of Mrs. Nancy
Dunham of Daytona Beach, Fla., and Jeffrey, son
of Dr. and Mrs. Mark Garis, Hatfield. Pa., Dec.
19 at Souderton Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. David Zercher officiating.
Hagen-Cober: Wanda Marie, daughter of
Audrey and the late Peter Cober of Petersburg,
Ont., and Robert Earl, son of Genora and Bruce
Hagen of Kitchener, Ont., Nov. 28 at Rosebank
Brethren in Church Church with Rev. Rick Silvestro officiating.
Harris-Breneman: Denise R., daughter of
Phares and Judy Breneman, Millersville, Pa., and
Mark A., son of Keith Harris, Washington Boro.
Pa., and Joyce Harris, Lancaster, Pa„ Dec. 19 at
Manor Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John
B. Hawbaker officiating.
Hickey-Monroe: Lillian, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Monroe, and John III, son of Mr.
and Mrs. John Hickey, Jr., Aug. 1, at Indian
Creek Church of the Brethren with Rev. Sam
Hollingsworth officiating.
Sandier-Sims: Tracy Sims, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Fulmer, Souderton, Pa., and
Michael, son of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Sandler,
Spring Lake, N.C., May 24, 1987 at Souderton
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Sam Hollingsworth officiating.
Shermer-Nagle: Beth, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Eugene Nagle, and Kenneth, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Kenneth Shermer, June 6, 1987, at Souderton Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Sam
Hollingsworth officiating.
Shover-Alleman: Anita Marie, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Ray Alleman, Chambersburg, Pa., and
Brian Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Shover,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., Nov. 14 at Air Hill Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. William Baublitz and
Rev. Ken Hepner officiating.
Sommerfeld-Boyers: Kendra Ann Boyers,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Baer, State
Line, Pa., and Dennis Charles, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Donald C. Sommerfeld, Hagerstown, Md.,
Oct. 17 at Hollowell Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Robert G. Byers officiating.
Spitzer-Holsinger: Jean Holsinger and Richard
Spitzer. Aug. 14 at Southampton, Pa., with Rev.
Sam Hollingsworth officiating.
Witman-Grove: Kimberly Ann, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grove, Greencastle, Pa., and
Mark David, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Witman. York, Pa., Nov. 28 at the Antrim Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner
officiating.

Obituaries
Agee: Rev. Wilson H. Agee, 72, died Nov. 23.
He is survived by his wife, Vivian (Peters); his
mother. Ethel Agee Cannaday; two sons, Bedsaul
and Jack; two daughters, Velma Kelley and Nancy
Minnix; seven grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; and one sister, Claudine Blankenship. Wilson was pastor of the Cross Roads Holiness
Church, Copper Hill, Va. The funeral was held at
Wood Funeral Home, with Rev. Claude Dove,
Rev. Paul Belcher, Rev. John Ingram, and Rev.
Bedsaul Agee officiating. Interment was in Moran
Cemetery.
Boose: Rev. H. Melvin Boose, born July 17,
1914, died Nov. 3. He is survived by his wife of
over 52 years. Ruth (Peters); and three children,
Kenneth L., Ruth Arlene, and Audrey Ann Leavitt. He joined the Manheim church in 1934, and
in following years served the congregation in leadership roles including Sunday school superintendent and deacon. He helped plant the Speedwell
Heights church. At the age of 50, he entered pastoral service and gave 15 years to this ministry.
After three months of interim service at Life Line
Mission in San Francisco, Calif., he pastored the
Dallas Center, Iowa; Christian Union, Garrett,
Ind.; and Montgomery, Mercersburg, Pa., congregations. At his death, he was Pastor of Visitation of the Manheim church where a memorial
service was held with Rev. Roy Brake, Rev. Garnett Myers, and Rev. Roy J. Peterman officiating.
Interment was in the Mt. Pleasant Brethren in
Christ church cemetery.
Climenhaga: Eleanor F. Climenhaga, 76, of Ft.
Erie, Ont., died Nov. 14. She is survived by her
husband, Ernest; one son, Robert; three stepsons,
Emerson, Lloyd, and Arthur; two stepdaughters,
Mildred Dean and Gladys Winger; and one
brother, John Donovan. The funeral service was
held at Williams Funeral Home, Ridgeway, with
Rev. Laverne Housser officiating. Interment was
in the Bertie Brethren in Christ cemetery.
Ensminger: Ethel Ensminger, 67, of Annville,
Pa., died Nov. 28. Surviving are her husband of
over 47 years, John; her mother, Anna Hostetter
Light; three sons, Ronald N., John E., and James
E.; two daughters, Barbara Carmichael and Susan
Deiling; two brothers, Mervin R. Light and
Warren R. Light; a sister, Sylvia Hershey; and six
grandchildren. Ethel was a retired cashier at
Annville High School and was a licensed insurance agent. She was a member of the Fairland
congregation where she taught the kindergarten
class. She also was a member of the Messiah
Village and Kenbrook Camp auxiliaries. Funeral
services were held in the Fairland church with
Rev. Vernon Bosserman officiating. Interment
was at Grandview Memorial Park.
Ferree: Elizabeth Ferree, born Sept. 10, 1907,
the daughter of the late David and Nettie Knarr,
died Dec. 4. Surviving are her husband, Robert; 1
son; 3 daughters; 3 stepsons; 29 grandchildren; 33
great-grandchildren; and 1 great-great-grandchild.
Services were held at the Yost Gedon Funeral
Home, Lock Haven, Pa., with Rev. John L.
Bundy officiating. Interment was in Cedar Hill
Cemetery.
Lofthouse: Glen Lofthouse, born Dec. 28,1926,
died Nov. 21. He is survived by his wife, Dorothy;
four sons; three daughters; and six grandchildren.
He was a member of the Cheapside Brethren in
Christ Church, Ont., where the funeral service was
held with Rev. Ken Case and Rev. Ken Smith
officiating.
B
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Messiah College News

Having worked hand-in--hand with
the college and side-by-side with college
students for 75 years, one might think
that the Grantham Church would have
all the answers. We don't. But we do feel
that we've discovered some principles to
guide us as we make decisions and
devise programs relative to college
students.
(1) It's important for the Grantham
Church to meet student needs in ways
that Messiah College can't. Messiah
students differ from most college students inasmuch as they attend a Christian college. Messiah provides a myriad
of spiritual growth opportunities for its
students: chapel, Gospel Teams, fellowship groups, concerts, coffee houses,
Bible studies, and Bible classes. Chaplain Eldon Fry and his staff coordinate
an excellent program, providing students with far more than any local
church could hope to provide.
But one thing the church can supply
that the college can't is relational opportunities in the homes of members. For
years we have hosted freshmen in homes
for a Sunday noon meal and this year we
will be hosting regular attenders in the
same way. One couple that helps to
teach our College Fellowship Class frequently opens their home to the class. At
the November get-together, one obviously dormitory-bound student exclaimed:
"This is great! I haven't been in a real
home with a real family for months!"
Messiah's dorms are nice, but they're
not a home-sweet-home.
(2) It's important to identify those
who are committed to the life of the
church. Some students seem content to
slip in and slip out, coming when they
can, but resisting any real commitment.
Other students are looking for much
more than that. They want to be involved

Ministering to the Christian college student
.by David Zercher
Of all the animals God created in his
world, there are few—in my opinion—
as strange and as wonderful as the college student. Like the bee, he occupies
large, crowded dwellings and buzzes
around to get things done. Like the bat,
she does most of her work at night. College students subsist primarily on pizza
and diet cola, socialize in a place called a
"library," and pay extraordinary
amounts of money to sleep through
classes. Strange, huh?
But let's not forget the wonderful
part. College students are enthusiastic,
open to discovery, and hungry to learn.
Most are willing to have their assumptions challenged and their horizons
broadened. They adopt new ways of
looking at things and shed the old. And
though you may not know it, many are
thinking about God and the role he'll
play in their lives for years to come.
Yes, college students are strange and
wonderful. And over the past 18 months,
I've found it strange and wonderful to be
with them once again on the campus of
Messiah College. They are undoubtedly
one of the church's richest resources.
Yet, they're also one of the church's
most volatile resources. The college years
are pivotal, strongly influencing over a
lifetime one's level of commitment to
Christ.
Ironically, it is this group of people
that the church doesn't always know
what to do with. That's unfortunate, but
it's equally understandable. All churches
need to make decisions concerning the
use of resources. And since the staffs
time and the treasurer's dollars are not
in infinite supply, the question that's
often asked, either implicitly or explicitly is: "How many resources can we
commit to people who aren't necessarily
committed to us?"
Perhaps more than any other congregation in the denomination, we think
abut that question at the Grantham
Church. A thousand Messiah students
come through our doors every year. On
any given Sunday from September
through May, one would find at least
one to two hundred students at our
morning worship services. Of course, it's
not the same hundred week in and week
28

out. And therein lies the problem of
ministering to college students.
One thing that Messiah freshmen discover is that going to church is optional.
They don't have to go if they don't want
to; furthermore, they don't have to go
where they went last week or the week
before or the week before that. College
students (like many of us) prefer options
over commitments and, let's face it,
exploring different church traditions and
and worship styles is an educational
experience. So without parents to tie
them up or kids to tie them down, many
students at Christian colleges enjoy a
smorgasboard of local church cuisine.
Of course, the other side of the coin is
this: most college students, even those
who faithfully attend one church, usually aren't missed when they aren't there.
Most everyone likes to feel a sense of
belonging, and one way we gain that is
by people noticing when we're not
around. I would guess that very few
Messiah students are actually missed
(and told so) on those Sundays when
they decide to stay in bed or visit
another church.
I'm not sure anyone's to blame. I
rather think it's just the nature of college
ministry. And the challenge for the
church is to come to grips with this
dilemma in ways that are helpful to both
the college students and the congregation as a whole.

Seniors: Apply Now!
High school seniors planning to attend Messiah College this September
should apply now. Here are three things students need to do to apply:
1) Complete and submit the Messiah College application for admission
bound between pages 40 and 41 of the college catalog.
2) Have official transcripts of courses, grades, and standardized test
scores sent to the Messiah College Admissions Office. Messiah will accept
either Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or American College Testing (ACT)
scores.
3) Have two recommendations, including one from your pastor or
youth director, sent to the Messiah College Admissions Office. Recommendation forms are included in the application booklet.
The Messiah College Admissions Office is open weekdays 8:00 a.m.-5:00
p.m. Call or write for a catalog, application, financial aid information, or
campus visit information: Admissions Office Messiah College. Grantham,
Pa. 17027,(717)766-2511.
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in the life of a local church and give of
themselves, but they're waiting to be
asked. Like most church members, they
need to be asked.
We try to do that at Grantham. By
monitoring attendance and asking questions, we identify those who are committed to our congregation. We send them
our monthly newsletter and encourage
them to consider ways they can be
involved in ministry. When college students are hesitant to make major time
commitments, we look for alternative
ways they can contribute.
(3) It's important to recognize that a
church usually gives more to college
students than it receives from them.
Most college students don't want to
teach Sunday school or usher or sing in
the choir. Most college students don't
put a lot of money in the offering plate.
Many forget to send thank-you notes
subsequent to a meal in a home or even
say "thank-you" when they leave.
Ministry to college students must be
seen as that: ministry. And ministry

These four principles guide the Grantham Church as we attempt to meet the
challenge of ministering to Messiah College students. We are glad for the students; they add much to the life of the
Grantham Church. And it is our hope
that, by what we do, we would add
something to their lives as well—namely,
an increased level of commitment to
God, his people, and his ways during a
crucial period in their lives.

means giving regardless of the consequences. We do a good job of maintaining that perspective as we minister to
our own children. We need to do a better job of it as we minister to other people's children who happen to be away at
college.
(4) It's important to back up the
desire for a student ministry with the
necessary resources. More often than
not, ministries don't "just happen." Consideration needs to be given as to how
the ministry might best be effected, and
that typically involves the commitment
of financial and human resources.
In 1986, the Grantham Church indicated its concern for college students by
revising the associate pastor's job description. Approximately one-third of
my time is now focused in that direction.
A College Ministries Committee, consisting of students and non-students, has
been established and a modest budget
has been approved. A few small steps
indeed, but certainly steps in the right
direction.

David Zercher,
Minister of Pastoral
Care at Grantham
Church since August
1986, is a 1983
graduate of Messiah
College, having received a Master of
Divinity degree from Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1987, and had been a
pastoral intern at the Souderton Brethren in
Christ Church. Dave'sfather, John, was editor of the Evangelical Visitor until his death
in 1979.

churches. These are my brothers who
love our Lord and who work in his service. How then do I walk with them
when we stand so far apart on issues
such as this.
Paul, your words to the Philippians
ring loudly in my ears as I contemplate
how to respond to these brothers. You
were adamant that they "contend as one
man for the faith" (Phil. 1:27), and you
pleaded eloquently that they complete
your own joy "by being like-minded"
(Phil. 2:2). To the Corinthians you even
declared that "we have the mind of
Christ" (1 Cor. 2:16), and finally exhorted
them to "aim for perfection, listen to my
appeal, be of one mind, live in peace" (2
Cor. 13:11).
Now, Paul, all this I accept as God's
will. I want to do this. But how do I
"contend as one man" with my brothers
when we see things so differently? The
issue of living as peace-makers in a militaristic society is also important to me. I
believe that the gospel requires us to
leave the old behind and to no longer
fight for our rights, but to find peaceful
ways to resist evil. But this issue of unity
is far deeper than the question of
peacemaking.
Recently I had a dream that touched
the deepest parts of me and made me

sure I need to find ways to deal with the
matter of unity. I dreamt that I lay
beside a spring where the Lord himself
bathed me and brought comfort and
healing to me in the face of my sin and
confusion. He draped me in a robe and
embraced me. His presence is wonderful! I asked how to go on. His reply was
direct, "You go on with me." I lamented
over my sin and fell forward on my face.
"All have sinned and fall short of God's
glory," came his reply. Again I cried out,
"But I have sinned sol" And then, Paul,
his answer was as clear as any human's
voice I have ever heard: "Sin separates;
love unites."
Help me to understand, Paul. Our
witness to this dying world must be one
of love and unity. Within our brotherhood now there are so many voices and
all must be heard. But are we trapped by
our culture and made to think that it is
not only all right, but honorable to disagree with one another? to be free from
the opinions of others?
When it comes to issues concerning
how we defend ourselves, this seems a
very dangerous trend to me. If I alone
decide what is right and within the will
of God when it comes to how I protect
what is "mine," or even "ours," then
what guard against selfish blindness do I

wsims
Onesimus, a slave to Jesus Christ and
your friend, to Paul, my trusted advisor
in the Lord, grace to you this day!
I will get straight to the point in this
letter my brother. I am confused about
what it means to live together as members of Christ's family. In the churches
in this vicinity, there is little agreement
as to how that works out on many
issues.
I struggle particularly with how we
are to be peacemakers in a country
where war and the tools of war are
essential to the economy. I know my
choice of words here is strong, but the
times are difficult and I feel words must
be strong to communicate the depth of
my struggle.
I remember so well the elders telling
how Jesus taught us to love our enemies
and to pray for them; to turn the other
cheek and go the extra mile. We are a
peace-loving and peace-promoting
brotherhood, aren't we? But today I
have heard from other brothers that
they do not believe it is wrong to fight
for "our country" since we do receive the
benefits of its power.
Those who have spoken to me about
this subject are not young in the faith
and they are not without position in the
February 1988
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have? Yes, the Spirit dwells within me
and I receive direction from him, but the
Spirit dwells within the body as well and
I must look there for direction, too.
This, of course, does not negate the need
for personal decision and participation.
I have understood us to be a church
that speaks out for non-resistance. This
decision was made in our past through
study of the Scripture, through much
dialogue within the body, and through
personal prayer. Now this part of our
witness is being eliminated and I am
asked to accept that in order to keep
unity in the brotherhood.
I do not want to separate. I have
heard from God that this is sin. But what
is unity? Do we simply agree to disagree?
These are my brothers who now think it

unimportant to make an issue with their
converts about peace and justice. I know
there are many who agree with my stand
that the gospel is about these matters as
well. It looks as if many here have
decided that not talking about this is
unity. They preserve the brotherhood by
keeping their opinions about defense to
themselves, unless questioned. They do
not, of course, teach anyone about a
peace stance, so the teaching of the culture is widely accepted. And it is the
culture's teaching that they agree with as
well, so they are content. It is not an
issue relevant to the gospel or their ministry. But that position frightens me. It
does not speak of true unity, but rather a
covering up of the separation that exists
between us.

Paul, what are we to do? When difficult decisions face us, we must not turn
only to ourselves and keep quiet if our
opinion is different from that of our
brethren. This is a false and destructive
unity. It separates.
There are many issues that threaten to
separate us. Sin is everywhere in this
world and it separates. But love unifies.
Spreading this good news is tremendous
work; work that our world does not
understand. We must submit our hearts
to learning it. I look forward to your
counsel. Until then I will pray for unity
and rest in the hope of Christ who is our
unity. May God's grace give you much
peace until we see his face, and all the sin
that seeks to divide us is forever broken.
—Onesimus

"Phoeipe's Journal
"Being About the Work
of the Creator"
"There are myriad contemporary challenges crying out for attention . . .
today—but to my mind, the challenge of
gender relations is one of the most
urgent." So says Mary Stewart Van
Leeuwen in an article passed on to me
by a friend, "The Christian Mind and
the Challenge of Gender Relations"
(The Reformed Journal, September
1987).
I don't think I would have thought of
the relationship between men and women
as being one of the most urgent challenges of our day. It's certainly been very
important to me personally in the last
number of years, but I would have hesitated to call it urgent because that
somehow seems self-serving. Van Leeuwen's is a different perspective for me,
however.
In the beginning, Van Leeuwen says,
"God called both sexes, without favor,
to exercise accountable dominion over
creation." Men and women were intended
to share responsibility for caring for the
earth, and to do that with "a sense of
complementarity and mutual dependence." When Adam and Eve sinned,
they were both affected equally, but differently. Van Leeuwen argues that one
result of the fall for man was that he
assumed the right to dominate women,
and one result of the fall for woman was
that she avoided personal responsibility.
A particular female sin is "to use the
preservation of [male-female] relation30

ships as an excuse not to exercise accountable dominion in the first place." That
sin, she points out, often seems to be a
virtue because it is expressed as servanthood and self-sacrifice, as a "desire to
maintain peace and interpersonal unity."
Being charged with avoiding responsibility always troubles me, because I've
generally thought of myself as a responsible person. I don't like the idea that my
very nature as a woman might make me
irresponsible. As I've struggled with
issues of personal responsibility, however, I've seen signs of the irresponsibility that Van Leeuwen talks about.
I've observed in myself, and in other
women, a curious mix of over-responsibility and irresponsibility. Many women
have traditionally assumed responsibility for what happens to family relationships. We feel like it's our fault if something goes wrong; we put a lot of energy
into trying to keep everything together,
nurturing everyone's feelings, making
peace between people. All that has not
necessarily always been wrong. On the
other hand, many women almost automatically assume that there are some
things we just can't do, or aren't ours to
try to do—even when we are quite capable and there's a job to be done.
It's also curious, and a bit ironic, that
the respective "congenital flaws" (as Van
Leeuwen calls these results of the fall) in
men and women complement each other
so well. Men dominate, and women let
them. Or, women refuse to take responsibility and men have no choice but to
take over. Because men and women

complement each other so perfectly in
these ways, we assume it's normal, the
way it's supposed to be. We forget the
original "complementarity and mutual
dependence" that characterized Adam
and Eve's relationship and their common mandate from God to exercise
responsible dominion over the earth.
If Van Leeuwen is right about how
the fall has affected relationships between
men and women and their respective
roles in the world ever since, then there's
something very wrong with the way
many Christians often perpetuate man's
tendency to dominate and woman's
tendency to avoid responsibility for her
part in "accountable dominion." We
often act as though the fall were /prescriptive rather than descriptive. A good
deal of energy goes into maintaining
male domination and female passivity
and then dealing with the attendant conflict and hard feelings. Instead, as the
redeemed people of God, we ought to
be working toward restoring male-female
relationships to what they were before
the fall and together getting on with our
God-given task of exercising accountable dominion over creation.
I'm not sure of all the implications of
Van Leeuwen's point of view. If I knew
what they all were, I'm not sure I would
agree. I do know, however, that much of
what she says rings true in my own experience. I've avoided responsibility, and
I've allowed myself to be dominated. It's
important for me, and for other men
and women, to "wake up. and be about
the work of the Creator."
Evangelical Visitor
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Laughter . . . a special gift to us from God

We have two 10-year-old granddaughters who giggle.
This is not unusual—most little girls giggle. Many people
wouldn't regard it as therapeutic, but I do.
They live about 2,000 miles away, so we don't see them
often. When we talk on the phone and I attempt to be
humorous, they giggle. It's pure music; a merry sound; a
babbling brook of pure delight.

this kind of attitude toward life. Take a look at what the
Psalmist said (126:1-2) about the Hebrews when they
returned from exile in Babylon: "When the Lord turned
again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue
with singing: then said they among the heathen, the Lord
hath done great things for them."

I am all for little girls who giggle just because they find
it fun to be alive. Their laughter brings us closer together.

As Christians, we, too, have been returned from exile.
We, who were captives of the law of sin and death (cf.
Romans 7:23-24), have been set free (John 8:32) unto an
abundant, joyful life (John 10:10).

Laughter can do that. We should praise the Lord for
this special gift he has given the human race. It is something we need to cherish and cultivate.
Humor is healing (Proverbs 17:22). Many of you have
probably read (or read about) the book "Anatomy of An
Illness" by Norman Cousins, long-time editor of Saturday Review. Cousins was hospitalized with a serious
illness. He watched old "Candid Camera" shows. A nurse
read humorous books to him. He credited the therapy of
laughter with having a major part in his full recovery.
There is, of course, a time to weep, but there is also a
time to laugh (cf. Eccl. 3:4). We are so surrounded by
troubles that we can easily tend to spend all our time in
the weeping mode. It reminds me of the businessman I
read about who said, "I'm booked so solid with worries
right now that if anything goes wrong today, it will be at
least 10 days before I can get around to worrying about
it!" He then laughed with the realization that his anxiety
was not helping matters any.
Our humor, of course, must reflect good timing and
sensitivity to the feelings of others, and never be designed
to wound anyone or involve the kind of foolish talking
and jesting which are not appropriate for a Christian (cf.
Eph. 5:4).
"A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance" (Proverbs 15:13). There is a great need for Christians to reflect

Notice the effect that the rejoicing of the returning
Hebrews had on the unbelieving world. They said, "The
Lord hath done great things for them."
What will be the effect of our lives on those around us
in 1988? Will we, even in the midst of trials, walk with
"cheerful countenance," bearing witness to the unquenchable joy that the Lord Jesus has brought into our lives?
Do you build good memories and a healthy family
with times of fun and laughter? Perhaps a good, if somewhat belated, New Year's Resolution would be a "disposition check," just to make sure that life's pressures and
problems have not taken the joy and laughter out of your
home. They are great medicine for family health.
It will be no sin for you to laugh a little in the year
ahead . . . and it could do wonders for your personal
life and the effectiveness of your Christian witness.

For an excellent little book on "the value of humor in
family life," I'd recommend one from which some of
these thoughts were derived. It's "Laughing Together" by
Dotsey Welliver (Brethren Press, Elgin, IL).
—George Keck

George Keck is editor of the Evangelical Beacon, published by the Evangelical Free Church of America.
February 1988
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Pastoral Term: the long
and the short of it
by Glenn A. Ginder
How long should a pastor serve in the
same congregation? No doubt there aYe
a host of different answers, and certainly
no one answer is right for all circumstances. One thing is sure. The typical
pastorate tends toward short terms rather
than long. Oh, there have been the
delightful exceptions where a pastor has
served through a whole generation or
more—20, 30, even 40-plus years.
Yes, I am biased. In my mind, an
extended ministry is truly a delightful
turn of events. Of course, one person's
good feeling is hardly an adequate base
for affirming longer pastorates. The real
issues are (1) what is the rationale for
longer pastoral terms? and (2) if it is
indeed a valid goal, what can church
members do to promote the same?
Efficiency probably tops the list of
reasons to avoid short pastorates. Every
pastoral change involves some "slippage"—people neglected, details overlooked, relationships strained. Invariably, some of this happens in the last
months of the former pastor's leadership as well as in the months of introducing the new leader. In addition, there is
the first year of newness, in which the
pastor processes the full cycle of the
church calendar. Even beyond these
obvious issues is the period of time it
takes to develop workable credibility
and trust levels between pastor and congregation. It is not uncommon for the
latter adjustment to span over two to
three years. In most cases it is true that a
change of pastors within the first three
years is simply wasteful—for both the
32

pastor and the congregation. Six to
eight years then begins to look like the
"bare minimum" for the most productive pastoral term. Visibility and credibility come even more slowly in the
community. So it is not uncommon to
see five or more years pass before the
pastor is integrated into the community
structure. Often outreach possibilities
blossom and beome fruitful only after
such visibility and credibility have had
time to mature.
Personal satisfaction is another plus.
There is some degree of comfort on the
part of the church member in knowing
the pastor over many years. Coming to
him for counsel and support becomes
very natural. For the pastor, part of the
personal satisfaction is in observing the
long term ripple effect of changed lives
and the evidences of Christian maturation.
In addition to these two benefits, one
could also note reduced interview moving costs and increased family stability
for the pastoral family.
It must be clearly affirmed that the
task of establishing long and productive
pastorates belongs to both the pastor
and the congregation. But to focus specifically on what the congregation can
do, I note the following:
1) Be prayerful. I note this first because I am convinced that a praying
pastor and congregation are at the heart
of success (and longevity) in a pastoral
term. Concerns and criticisms that relate
to pastoral leadership, when sincerely
offered first to the Lord in a spirit of
faith, can be resolved with grace. Regular, informed praying for the pastor and
his ministry is the best insurance against
pastoral burnout or disappointingly
short terms.

2) Be honest and open. By "openness" I am calling for a basically teachable Christian spirit. Those who commit
themselves to being teachable (and really
believe that they don't have all the
answers) can honestly express different
points of view to the pastor without
being a threat. Assuming that the pastor
would have a similar spirit, this attitude
can be very productive in extending the
length of the term.
3) Be caring. The matter of salary is
almost incidental in those congregations
where the members have developed a
genuine caring stance. To have a pastor
who is wholehearted in his ministry and
a congregation that officially and individually is committed to caring for their
pastor, is a beautiful "marriage." Together such a congregation finds creative ways to nurture the pastor and his
family—spiritually, emotionally, socially
and financially.
4) Be patient, 'nuff said.
This is not the whole story. There are
other ingredients in long and productive
pastorates, like the pastor's mental and
spiritual growth, clarity of vision, development of lay leaders, openness to fresh
ideas, etc. It is sufficient for me at this
point to affirm longevity as a valid goal
and accent those ingredients that will
help to achieve the same.
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